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2008 Antique Aircraft Association Fly-In
By Charles E. S tewart
As part of “Air Mail Days,” Addison Pemberton brought his recently restored Boeing 40C, NC5339, seen here
making a low pass down the main runway at Antique Airfield. (All photos by Charles E. Stewart)

The Antique Airplane Association
(AAA) conducted its annual fly-in
over the Labor Day weekend, August
27 thru September 1, 2008, at Antique
Airfield in Blakesburg, Iowa. The
theme for this year’s fly-in was “Air
Mail Days,” celebrating and honoring

the 90th anniversary of scheduled
airmail flight in the U.S. Featured
were an outstanding collection of
aircraft that were actual airmail
carriers, or that were representative of
types from the 1920s and 1930s.
Festivities included actual daily

airmail flights between Antique
Airfield, Ottumwa Industrial Airport
and Iowa City airport (which was a
stop on the old transcontinental airmail
route). Antique aircraft carried special
commmemorative postal covers
resembling those carried by the early
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This DeHavilland DH-4M2, N3249H, owned by Al Stix, Creve Coeur, Mo.,
seen departing on one of the air mail reenactment runs, received the Antique
Sweepstakes Award.

Right: Larry Tobin’s beautiful Stearman C3B, NC3440,
was one of a group of planes
that participated in the coastto-coast air mail commemoration. This aircraft experienced
an
unfortunate
incident with a tree while
homeward bound (misreported as another C3B in
the
last
Newsletter).
Hopefully, we’ll see this ship
in the air again soon.

Sample of the postal covers carried during the air mail
reenactments. The U.S. Postal Service participated in
helping make the mail transport reenactment official
U.S. mail. (Reproduction courtesy of the AAA)
Above: Hatz XB-II, NX500L,
painted to commemorate Western
Air Express captured here during a
takeoff run.

Right: Another shot of the only
flying Boeing 40C, NC5339, as it
prepares to touch down.

Below: A rare sight of two 1930s
vintage airliners preparing to
take off. Ford 4-AT-B Tri-motor
(left), NC1077, powers up to begin
its takeoff run while the Stinson
SM-6000, NC11153, waits to taxi
into position.
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Above: The Antique Grand Champion Award went
to this beautifully restored Curtiss JN-4H, N3223,
owned by Frank Schelling of Pleasant Hill, Calif.

Left: Travelair 4000, NC1499, takes off for a short
hop around Antique Airfield.

Right: This Rearwin 8500 Sportster, N16473,
owned by Jerry May, Kearney, Neb., was selected
for the Classic Grand Champion Award.
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Award Winners
Homebuilt
Sweepstakes
Grand Champion

Hatz Classic, NX230RS
Waco UMF-5 Replica, NX14377

Ron Sieck, Grinnell, Iowa
John & Belinda Hudec, Collinsville, Okla.

Grand Champion

Aeronca 7AC, N82395
Cessna 170, N2548D
Luscombe 8A, N1168K

Terry Bolger, Elk Grove Village, Ill.
Gale Stock, Kirksville, Mo.
Mark May, Watkins, Colo.

War Bird
Sweepstakes
Grand Champion

Boeing A75N1, N5106N
North American T-6G, N66TY

David Derby, La Jolla, Calif.
Jeff Hamilton, Spokane, Wash.

Classic
Sweepstakes
Grand Champion

Funk B85C, N2415E
Rearwin 8500, NC16473

Chris Laux, Gladstone, Mo.
Jerry May, Kearney, Neb.

Antique
Sweepstakes
Grand Champion

DeHavilland DH-4M2, N3249H
Curtiss JN-4H, N3223

Al Stix, Creve Coeur, Mo.
Frank Schelling, Pleasant Hill, Calif.

Neo-Classic
Sweepstakes

airmail planes (see illustration page 2). In cooperation with
the U.S. Postal Service, the outgoing cancellation stamp was
an accurate replica typical of those originally used. Each
piece was hand stamped and carried by the various aircraft
participating.
Usually it is hot and humid in Iowa at this time of year.
However, 2008 was the best weather I have seen for
several years at the Fly-In. It was comfortable all days of the
Fly-In and sunny with the exception of Thursday which was
overcast but warm.
The 2008 Fly-In drew 329 registered Antiques, Classics
and “Spam Cans” as compared to 2007’s 318 registered
attendees. The difference between the two years was the
quality of the aircraft. Where else could you find both a Ford
Tri-Motor and a Stinson Tri-Motor, a Sikorsky S-39, the
world’s only Boeing 40C and a DeHavilland DH 4?

Above: Ron Sieck won the Homebuilt Sweepstakes
award with his Hatz Classic, NX230RS.

Below: In the Neo-Classic category, this Aeronca 7AC,
N82395, owned by Terry Bolger of Elk Grove Village, Ill.,
took the Sweepstakes Award,

Above: Another of the air mail carriers present at the
2008 AAA/APM Fly-In was this Bird CK, NC914V.
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AAHS Digital Photo CDs
The Society announces the development of a series of
photographic CDs documenting various aspects of American
aviation history. Each CD is built around a specific focus, for
example; Douglas twin-prop commercial airliners (DC-1, DC-2,
DC-3, and DC-5), or airlines operating Lockheed Constellations.
Each CD includes more than 125 high-resolution images,
documentation on each particular image and a previewer system for
viewing the images. Image quality is sufficient to produce
photographic quality 8x10 inch prints, should this be desired.
The CDs will be offered to members for $19.95 and
non-members for $29.95. This represents an expense layout of less
than 16 cents an image to members and 25 cents for non-members.
These CDs will be available for the first time at the Airliner Show in Los Angeles at the end of January 2009. The
initial set of the series will include:
- Douglas Aircraft Commercial Twin-Prop Airliners (DC-1, DC-2, DC-3, DC-5)
- Curtiss Transports (Robin, Condor, CW-20, C-46)
- Airlines Operating Lockheed Constellations, Part 1, A thru P
- Boeing Commercial Propliners (Boeing 40 & 80, 247, 307, 377)

The Boeing CD may not be available until early March 2009.
If you have ideas for additional collections you would like to see, please contact Kase Dekker at the AAHS office.

MEMBERSHIP DUES INCREASE FOR 2009
Increases in mailing cost continue to be the major
factor impacting the Society’s ability to deliver your
Journals and Newsletters. In May 2007, we experienced a
dramatic increase in overseas postage rates when the U.S.
Post Office effectively eliminated all forms of postage
except airmail, while domestic rates increased slightly. All
current rates are expected to be adjusted upward again this
coming May. While the forecast had been for another penny
on the domestic base rate, there is a degree of uncertainty
today because of the surge in fuel prices over the last eight
months.
These factors have forced the Society’s Board of
Directors to approve another increase in the annual
Membership dues. Most heavily impacted are international
members, where we have had to increase the rates based on
actual mailing expenses. The table shows the new
membership rates.
A question that you might ask is, “What can I do to help
the Society in being able to better control cost or lower the
membership rate?” The answer is simple. Recruit new
members.
It is primarily a numbers game directly associated with
printing costs. Based on our current membership numbers,

each issue of the Journal costs roughly $5.00 a copy to
print. If we increased the membership by 20 percent, this
per copy figure would drop by about $0.57, and increasing
the membership rolls by 50 percent yield a per copy savings
in the neighborhood of $1.15. This latter amount would
result in a $4.60 savings per year just for the Journal.
So, make it a priority to recruit ONE new member this
year. It’s a small effort that would yield significant
payback.
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in
this matter and look forward to that new recruit you sign up.

2009 AAHS Membership Rates
1 Year
United States
Canada & Mexico
Other Countries

$39.95
$48.00
$69.00

2 Years

$78.90
$95.00
$137.00
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Sometimes Humor Can Be
Found in Aviation History

Samples from the Lockheed
Photo CD, Part I

By Justin Libby, Ph.D.

Recently, I was honored to have a second essay published in the AAHS Journal entitled “Trans World Airlines:
The Creation of a Global Airline by Jack Frye and Other
Founders,” (Fall 2008), pp.181-204, and something struck
me about the front cover when I received my copy. There
facing the prospective reader was a beautiful photograph of
the Boeing B-707-121 “Clipper America” in its beautiful
white and blue coloring with the Pan Am emblem proudly
revealed on the tail section and in a moment a thought
occurred.
So, on a day in Indianapolis that was not totally
miserable, rainy, cold, wind swept, and bone chilling I went
to the center of the city known as Monument Circle to take
an impromptu survey. I asked those walking past me if they
had a moment and for those that stopped I inquired if they
had ever heard of United Airlines, American Airlines, Delta
Airlines, several more carriers, and then asked if they
recalled Pan American World Airways. The answers were
in the affirmative.
I then asked the following: “Have you ever heard of
Panagra?”
It was unanimous. No one had ever heard of this word
as puzzled looks came over the faces of those who had been
kind enough to stop and answer my queries. Some looked
up, some looked down, some looked around searching
desperately for an answer, but all they could do was to shake
their heads in the negative. But one man, whom I
remember most vividly, said he was willing to try it if I had
a free sample, and wanted to know if this was a new drug for
men like those he had seen being advertised on television
for various male issues. I assured him that Panagra was not
a new medicine and decided then and there to write an essay
on this airline that might be confused with a pharmaceutical
panacea for anatomical malfunctions.

Editors note: See Dr. Libby’s essay on Panagra in the Spring
2009 edition of the AAHS Journal.

The following images are samples contained on the
Lockheed Photo CD, Part I. See page 5 for more
information.

Eastern Airlines L-749A takes off with SpeedPak
attached. (AAHS_P001100 from Kase Dekker’s
collection)

Lockheed L-049, N6000C, c/n 2070, seen at Long
Beach, Calif., on December 17, 1965, while being
operated as a charter airline for Lake Havasu City, Nev.
(Robert Hufford collection, AAHS_30810)

Lockheed VC-121A/L-749, 48-610, ex “Columbine II,”
c/n 749-2602, at Los Angeles International Airport
December 11, 1963.
(Robert Hufford collection,
AAHS_30932)

EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE
Effective Immediately, the Society’s
email address is now:

aahs2333@aahs-online.org
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A Braniff International Airways Lockheed L-049, N2520B,
c/n 2081, lifts off from Midway airport, Chicago, Ill.,
May 5, 1957. (Robert Hufford collection, AAHS_32953)
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Wants & Disposals
Wanted: Listing of WWII aircraft accident reports
“Nature & Cause” codes. They are two numeric codes
which equate to cause or nature of the accident. Each is
a block of three codes – Nature Group (NG), Specific
Nature (SN), Underlying Nature (LN) and Cause Group
(CG), Specific Cause (SC), Underlying Cause (UC).
Maj. Fred Oberding, USAF (Ret.)
120 Lincoln Drive
Sausalito, CA 94965-1612
Disposal: Lifetime collection of airship and U.S. Navy
lighter-than-air (LTA) items: books, philatelic, toys,
archival documents, hardware, images (original and
National Archives), diverse memorabilia pertaining to
NAS Lakehurst, German operations and the rigid (ZR)
and non-rigid airship programs of the U.S. Navy.
Numerous autographs of German and U.S. airshipmen.
William F. Althoff
skyships@juno.com

Disposal: Aviation books, magazines, posters, photos
and limited selection of original negatives and slides.
Send self-addressed stamped envelope or preferably
email message to obtain an updated, expanded list.
Bob Esposito
409 Orchard Avenue
Somerdale, NJ 08083
Phone: 856-627-5872
Email: baesposit@verizon.net
For Sale: Charles Franklin Niles, 1888-1916, was one of
the most skilled and daring aviators of his time. Niles was

the first aviator in the U.S. to “loop the loop” in a monoplane, the first to barrel-roll, the first to do the falling leaf,
the first to fly upside-down, the first to do a nose dive,
maneuvers that a few years later saved the lives of
countless Americans over France, maneuvers, that to this
day are the basis of combat flying.
There are two albums, one of which is imprinted
Charles F. Niles, Aviator, His Book. Included in the
albums are hundreds of news articles, including
newspaper photos, covering his earliest days to his last
tragic flight. When looping, the plane came apart and he
was killed. Ironic in that it was to be his last flight in the
old Bleriot and was the first time his new bride saw him
fly. Niles true desire was to build airplanes. There is no
telling what his place in aviation history would be, had he
lived.
Niles was the first American aviator to do exhibition
flying in Japan. He was decorated with THE ORDER OF
THE RISING SUN, the greatest honor the Japanese could
bestow upon a foreigner. There are real photos of Niles at
this great event, as well as other photos depicting the
aviator in the U.S.A.
There are articles of Niles visionary insight,
regarding the then present and future state of aviation of
the U.S., England, Japan, Germany, etc. It is very telling
for that early date in history.
Included are two flight diagrams Niles drew on
stationery from the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, Japan. There
are telegrams from the Japanese Imperial Government
and the Mexican Government, in which Niles was the
chief scout aviator in the Mexican Revolution. There are
some maps and keepsakes from Japan. Also included are
some contracts for flight exhibitions. There are many articles of Niles personal stories and more.
As attested to, by others of knowledge in aviation circles, his approach to flight was both daring and
scientific. Niles was truly remarkable. He accomplished
much in his short time. As one of the premier world aviators of the era, Charles Franklin Niles deserves greater
recognition in the annals of aviation history.
Contact: AAHS Webmaster
Email: webmaster@aahs-online.org

AAHS Newsletter Changes
This is the LAST AAHS Newsletter that will be printed and distributed to all members.
Going forward, the Society will rely on posting the Newsletter on the Web and notifying members of its
availability. In order to receive this notification, you MUST SUBSCRIBE to the email notification
service. You can do this by going to the AAHS Web site home page (www.aahs-online.org), and in the lower
right-hand corner clicking on the eNewsletter Subscription button. Please follow the instructions
provided.
The Society believes that it can provide a higher quality newsletter (including color pictures) while
allowing it to direct the resulting costs associated with printing and distribution toward expanding the
AAHS membership through outreach efforts. See the “President’s Message” on page 8 for details.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We at the Society hope you had a very good Holiday Season. We have been particularly pleased with your renewals
and from donations from many of the Life Members. The monies will sustain us in our endeavors to provide you with a
quality publication. Again thank you for your continued membership.
The past year has seen some significant changes for your Society. Some for the positive, such as the ever increasing
additions to the AAHS Photo Archives catalog by Kase Dekker and his team of volunteers. The most current catalog is
available on-line and currently contains about 36,000 entries. Also, the availability of a color version of the AAHS
Newsletter available for viewing or download from the AAHS Web site, completes its first full year of publication.
On a more somber note, membership enrollment continues to decline. In discussions with similar organizations, we
understand your Society is not unique in this aspect. But, the Society’s Board of Directors is not satisfied with merely
sitting around and watching this organization slide into oblivion. After much discussion and debate, a decision has been
made to proactively promote the Society to aviation and history communities. Our challenge is that to do so requires
applying some significant financial resources that are not specifically available for this activity.
In order to pursue this membership promotion, we will have to “rob Peter to pay Paul” by diverting resources from
other activities. The strongest candidate for this is the AAHS Newsletter. It costs approximately $11,000 per year to print
and mail the Newsletter. By providing only an electronic version of the Newsletter, these funds could be applied to help
reverse our declining membership enrollment. We are aware that there are a number of our members that do not have access
to the Internet and therefore would not be able to access the electronic version, but the alternatives are even less desirable
– eventually having to eliminate the Newsletter altogether, probably followed shortly thereafter by a downsizing of the
AAHS Journal, and eventually having to close shop due to a lack of financial viability.
We realize this alternative will not set well with some of our members but if we as a society do nothing to try and bring
in new members, the Society will eventually reach a point where it will have no choice but to close. The only way to assure
that does not happen is through increasing membership enrollment as this is the primary source funding the Society. As a
member, you can help by recruiting new members. In parallel, we need to create a sustainable program to promote the
Society to audiences having similar interests.
While we regret having to suspend printing the Newsletter, we see this as the best course of action to pursue during
2009. This Newsletter will be the last one printed this year. All subsequent Newsletters will be available on-line. The
transition to an electronic only Newsletter is a necessary cost-saving measure; however, we welcome your comments.
I want to thank you for your understanding and with your continued help and support we look forward to a
financially secure 2009.
Respectfully,
Robert Brockmeier

AAHS NEWSLETTER
American Aviation Historical Society
President: Robert Brockmeier

AAHS-ONLINE.org
Web Site

Vice President & Chief Publication Officer: Albert Hansen
Managing & Newsletter Editor: Hayden Hamilton
The AAHS Newsletter is a quarterly electronic publication of the
American Aviation Historical Society and is a supplemental publication
to the AAHS Journal. The Newsletter is principally a communication
vehicle for the membership.
Business Office:

2333 Otis Street
Santa Ana, CA 92704-3864, USA

Phone: (714) 549-4818 (Wednesday only)
Web site: http://www.aahs-online.org
Email: aahs2333@aahs-online.org
Copyright ©2009, AAHS
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Access to the Members Area of
the AAHS Web site requires a
username and password to
access. They are:
Username:
(use capital letters only)

Password:
(no spaces, all capital letters and Alpha
“O” not Zero)
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Photo Archives Report
First, the Society wishes to acknowledge and thank the
following individuals that have recently made sizeable contributions to the AAHS Photo Library. In each case, they
have contributed more than 500 images to the library. These
contributions help to expand the depth of the photo library,
increasing its value to historians, aviation researchers and
the serious hobbyist.
The first two are non-AAHS members whose collections reached us through the efforts of Life Member Ev
Cassagneres. Stanley M. Solecki is a long-time aviation
enthusiast who took his first plane ride in the early 1930s.
He served in the USAAC flying numerous types including
BT-13, T-6, AT-10, B-25, B-24, and B-29 during WWII. He
was stationed in the South Pacific with the 13th Air Force,
being awarded the DFC, Air Medal, Asiatic Pacific and
Good Conduct medals before his discharge in 1945.
The estate of Mr. Lewis R. Berlepsch has donated his
photo collection. Mr. Berlepsch was a design and tool engineer with Pratt & Whitney almost 20 years, and a professional photographer on the side. His superb collection of
aircraft photos are a welcome addition to the AAHS collection bringing an element of art along with superb documentation.
The Society also wishes to acknowledge the contributions of members Stephen Miller and Charles E. Stewart.

Mr. Miller has submitted over 1,000 images covering mostly military aviation from the late 1950s to the present. He
contributed the photos on the inside back cover of the current AAHS Journal (Vol. 53, No. 4). Chuck Stewart’s contributions have appeared in numerous AAHS Newsletters
and Journals. The cover story in this issue on the Antique
Aircraft Association Fly-In is an excellent example of his
photographic skills.
Efforts this quarter have allowed us to add approximately 300 digital images to the on-line repository, enhancing
the previewing capabilities available. The on-line database
has been expanded by 1,410 entries bring the catalog up to
37,171 entries. Just a reminder that this catalog, while the
most current available, still represents less than 20 percent
of the total collection. If there is a particular aircraft of
interest that you cannot find in the on-line database, contact
headquarters to see if we can find it in the uncatalogued part
of the collection.

An Eastern Air Transport Curtiss Condor, NC12353.
(AAHS_10079)

AAHS Print Service
The AAHS Print Service allows
members to obtain photographs
from the AAHS collection to
support individual research
projects and to expand personal
collections. Images are made
from negatives, slides or scans
of high quality prints contained
in the AAHS collection.

Pricing: Black & White or Color
5” x 7”
8” x 10”
Digital Images

CD base price
Each digital image

Domestic Shipping & Handling (per order)
International Shipping & Handling (per order)

$4.00
$6.00
$2.95
$1.00
$2.50
$5.00

Ordering Guidelines
1.
2.
3.

4.

Order images in numerical order
For every requested image, please provide a
1st and 2nd alternative image.
The AAHS Print Service is restricted to members only. Please provide name, address,
city where your Journals and Newsletters are
shipped to.
Prints are available in two sizes only. Price
includes both black-and-white and color
images.

5.

6.

7.

Digital images will be scanned at a resolution to provide photographic quality 8”x10”
images (roughly 3300x2800 pixels) in JPEG
format with highest quality setting.
Orders will be processed the 1st and 15th of
each month and mailed via first class
postage.
Credit to the AAHS and the photographer
or donor of the photo must be expressed if
the image is used in publication.

Each order must be accompanied by a check, money order, VISA
or MasterCard information (your name as it appears on the card,
credit card number, expiration date, and billing address). Send
orders to:

AAHS Print Service
2333 Otis Street
Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846
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Book Reviews
Beyond Pearl Harbor, The Untold Stories of Japan’s
Naval Airmen, by Ron Werneth.
Schiffer Publishing, 4880 Lower
Valley Road, Atglen, PA 19310. ISBN,
978-0-7643-2932-6.
Hardbound,
288 pages, 170 b&w and color photos,
maps, diagrams, and color aircraft profiles. Available from the publisher,
$59.95.
This book chronicles WWII in the
Pacific from the perspective of
Japanese naval aviators using interviews, personal diaries,
and photographs never before published.
Seventeen interviews with Japanese naval fighter,
attack, and bomber pilots provide the reader an inside track
to understanding the training, tactics, planning, and
execution of Imperial Japan’s Naval Aviation strategy
throughout WWII. The remarkable interviews conducted by
the author shed light on attitudes and feelings of these pilots
and their comrades from the opening days of the Pacific war
to its conclusion. The interviews reveal the details of daily
life aboard aircraft carriers of the Imperial Japanese Navy,
and of the individual aviators who manned them. These
pilots also share their thoughts about present day Japan.
Finally, the reader is able to view the Japanese attacks
on Pearl Harbor, Malaya, and Midway as never before,
through the eyes of these pilots who describe their missions,
and their outcomes in great detail. Additional insights on
other Pacific battles including the Philippine Sea, the role of
accidents, and luck are discussed. I highly recommend this
scholarly and unique work.
G. Pat Macha
Doomed from the Start: American Pursuit Pilots in the
Philippines, 1941-1942, by William
H. Bartsch, Texas A&M University
Press Inc., College Station. 1992,
ISBN 0-89096-492-0. Hardbound
with handsome jacket and 503 pages,
interspersed with rare photographs,
maps of the Philippine Islands, indexes
of aircraft and their serial numbers of
the 4th Composite Group and 24th
Pursuit Group. Also included is a
roster of 24th Pursuit pilots and
excellent end-of-chapter notes. A well-rounded bibliography
is also included. The author spent decades researching this
excellent detailed book.
The book is an accurate and detailed account of events
that unfolded after the bombing and subsequent invasion of
the Philippine Islands by Japanese forces. A
pristine copy was recently found still wrapped in
10

cellophane, in a local used book store and is considered a
real gem. The title is comes from a line that was penned by
a Philippines based Army Air Corp pursuit pilot writing to
his family in November 1941. The author has written a
quite detailed account of the Philippine-based USAAC in
combat during the initial months of WWII, thus making it an
excellent companion to another less-known writing - They
Fought With What They Had, by Walter D Edmonds,
Boston, Little Brown, 1951.
Mr. Bartsch describes daily life in the Philippines and in
the USAAC, but also answers many questions concerning
events occurring there prior to and the day after Pearl
Harbor was attacked. The promise of ships carrying men,
bombs, ammunition, aircraft and supplies that never arrived
gradually caused the pilots and ground personnel to realize
they were abandoned and forced to fight Japanese aircraft
and ground forces with anything that was flyable or could be
pieced together. There are gritty descriptions of the
missions flown by low-time pilots fresh out of stateside
flight schools in unfamiliar aircraft, with no combat
experience, taking off from secret airstrips that were so
dusty, pilots often ground-looped and crashed into other
valuable aircraft parked nearby.
Their aircraft were obsolete Boeing P-26, Seversky
P-35As, Curtiss P-40B, and E models, and NAA A-27
aircraft with a smattering of civilian aircraft pressed into
service. Some Air Corps leaders quickly emerged from the
nightmare of fighting the elements and enemy, including
descriptions of selected officers who narrowly escaped
aboard various aircraft that flew to Australia.
If a detailed and accurate history concerning the initial
and daily events of the Philippine Islands in WW II interests
you, this is the book to locate and read.
Dave Stern
Facing the Heat Barrier: A History of Hypersonics, by
T.A. Heppenheimer. NASA Historical
Series, NASA. History Division,
Office of External Relations,
Washington, DC, September 2007;
NASA SP-2007-4232. Hardbound
with 336 pages of text interspersed
with numerous quality drawings and
photographs that include abbreviations
and
acronyms
applicable
to
hypersonics, coupled with excellent
bibliographic references. The book jacket displays a
handsome drawing of a hypersonic vehicle enduring high
thermal heating of the airframe during flight.
Mr. Heppenheimer’s good overview history of
American hypersonic research and flight, complements
Richard Hallion’s three-volume series, The Hypersonic
Revolution. The author introduces a number of relatively
unknown American exotic propulsion concepts and
airframes that would negotiate the hypersonic flight regime,
through the atmosphere and enter low-earth orbit, but also
describes a number of propulsion systems and exotic metals
and materials that would allow sustained flight in this
dangerous flight regime. The author did not mention that
AAHS Newsletter No. 166, First Quarter 2009

American post-WWII high speed and hypersonic military
projects were greatly influenced by a number of German
wind tunnels generating a large database of highsupersonic research up to Mach 4.4, and photographed brief
forays into the Mach 8-9 region at Peenemunde.
Indeed, the huge nearly completed hypersonic Kochel
Mach 10 tunnel was dismantled under Navy supervision and
shipped to the United States where it operated for decades.
There is a lack of recognition for Bell Aircraft Corporation’s
pioneering research and studies in skip-glide and orbital
hypersonic bombardment vehicles throughout the 1950s that
included construction of advanced thermal cooling systems
and exotic metals applications for USAF strategic weapons
systems. This in no way denigrates the author’s work,
however. Bell’s work is a little known but integral part of
American hypersonic history.
The author gives a good account of Lockheed,
Republic, Boeing, NASA and other hypersonic propulsion
systems and such projects as NASP and follow-on orbital
vehicles. Heppenheimer’s book is a nice addition into the
exotic and generally misunderstood realm of hypersonic
flight.
Dave Stern
X-Plane Crashes, by Peter W. Merlin and Tony Moore.
Specialty Press, 39966 Grand Ave.,
North Branch, MN 55056, www.specialtypress.com.
ISBN
10:
158007121X, Hardcover, 8.5 x 11
inch, 160 pages with 289 b&w and
color photos. $29.95.
Here’s a must-have work by two
experts in the field. With detailed
accident stories of the most famous
and obscure X-aircraft will leave the
reader well satisfied. Years of
painstaking field work and research by the authors provide
us with a clear picture of where the X-wrecks are and how
they got there. Aircraft profiled include the YB-49 and a
pair of N9M flying wings, X-1A, X-1D, VB-51, XB-70,
SR-71, YF-12, U-2 prototype, and many more.
G. Pat Macha
Night Fighters, Luftwaffe and RAF Air Combat over
Europe 1939-1945, Colin D. Heaton and Anne-Marie
Lewis. Naval Institute Press, 200 Wood
Road, Annapolis, MD 31402. 2008,
ISBN 978-1-59114-360-4, 188 pages,
9” x 6” with 36 b&w photos.
While not specifically American
aviation history, this work makes an
interesting read from the perspective of
understanding the evolution of aerial
command and control that has
influenced U.S. doctrine from WWII to
present. Night fighting required a unique combination of
aerial skills married with technology and communication.

The book is written primarily from the Luftwaffe
perspective interwoven with RAF Bomber Command
tactics to counteract or defeat these efforts. There is very
little coverage of the RAF’s night fighter tactics or missions,
often mentioned only in conjunction with Luftwaffe losses.
The evolution of night fighter tactics, the integration of
ground-based radar and command and control are covered
in detail with numerous first-person accounts.
While well written, the principle author’s writing style
definitely shows his university backgroundand may be
challenging to readers accustomed to concisely frame
narrative. Getting past this writing style will, however, lead
the reader to a wealth of information.
Hayden Hamilton

NEW MEMBER DRIVE
The AAHS is entering its sixth decade of
operation and continues to face the
challenge of sustaining its membership.
As current members, YOU can
contribute to the success of helping grow
the organization.
Did you know that more than 50
percent of all new members learned about
the AAHS from a friend?
Do you have friends that are interested
in aviation history?
Pass them a copy of the New
Membership Application on the next page
and encourage them to join!
If each member encourages a single
individual to join the Society, we would
double our membership. Then we will be
able to reduce membership rates - tangible
“payback” for your efforts to help expand
the Society’s membership.
Make it a commitment to recruit one
new AAHS member this year!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
RECRUIT A FRIEND
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2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR SOCIETY!
ZIP

Your management team is
volunteers to help the Society.
Exp. Date

Willing to review a book?
Want to help the Photo Archives by identifying aircraft?

MasterCard Bank #

Contact the Society’s headquarters and let us
know you are ready, willing and able. Write or
email to: membership@aahs-online.org

THE YANKEE FLYER

 VISA  MasterCard

Produced by the Massachusetts Aviation Historical Society

Features 14 vintage photos and highlights
important dates and events each month focusing
exclusively on Massachusetts aviation heritage

Signature

Account #

Charge to

INTERESTS

eMAIL ADDRESS

STATE/COUNTRY

for

MAKES A GREAT GIFT FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS,
BUSINESS ASSOCIATES & CUSTOMERS!

Only $9.00, postage and sales tax included.
$8.00 each for orders of 10 or more.
FREE calendar if you join MAHS today!
MEMBERSHIP IS JUST $25.00 /YEAR & INCLUDES
MONTHLY MEETING PLUS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS!

M.A.H.S. P.O. Box 457 Wakefield, MA 01880-0957
A D V E RT I S E
in the
AAHS NEWSLETTER

Office Use

Date Rec’d.

AAHS Member/Chapter Sponsor (Optional)

PAGE SIZE

Full Page
Half Page

Quarter Page
Eighth Page

Member No.

Enclosed is my check/money order for $____________ (U.S. Funds)

 $78.90
 $95
 $137

Make check or money order payable to AAHS in U.S. Dollars

1 Year

 $39.95
 $48
 $69

2 Years

Send check or money order to:

United States
Canada & Mexico
Other Countries

CITY

STREET

NAME

 RENEWAL

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Please enroll me as a member of the AAHS. Enclosed is my check (money
order or bank draft) for dues as checked below. I understand that I will receive
all issues of the Journal published to date during this calendar year (regardless
of the date of joining), plus those issues of the Newsletter published after the
date of joining. I also understand that renewal is due at the end of the calendar
year in which membership will expire.
(Valid through 2009)

AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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looking

SINGLE ISSUE

FOUR ISSUES

Donation

Donation

$440.
$220.
7-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
3-1/2" x 9-1/2" MAX.
$110.
3-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
$ 55.

$1500.
$ 760.

$ 380.
$190.

The AAHS office is open on Wednesday (p.m. only).
Voice: 1-714-549-4818 (Wednesday p.m. only, Pacific
Coast time)
Email: editor@aahs-online.org
Note: Ads not “Camera Ready” will not be accepted.
AAHS Newsletter No. 166, First Quarter 2009

Donations
The following members have made generous donations to the AAHS. These donations go into the general fund to help pay
the costs of producing the Journal and Newsletter. All monies are used to support this activity and no salaries are paid to any
board member even though many hours are spent by these individuals in promoting and maintaining the Society.
Our appreciation and thanks go out to these individuals and to any one else whom we may have inadvertently overlooked.
Alan T. Ames
Capt. Douglas E. Anderson
Gilles Auliard
Jan Beck, MD
Charles R. Beckman
Jack M. Bell
Lorraine Bell
John R. Bellefleur
Douglas M. Bielanski
Robert L. Boner
Walter J. Boyne
William F. Brabant
Louis W. Bradley
H. Douglas Brown, III
Mark S. Burau
Thomas C. Butz
Richard E. Capon
Richard F. Colton
Donald A. Converse
Richard K. Cooke
William P. Craddock, Jr.
Peter K. Crawford
Daniel H. Cullman
Peter W. D’Ana
Ronald G. Denk
Frank Drven
Stanley G. Dunwiddie, Jr.
Fred C. Ellsworth
Col. H. Larry Elman, USAF(Ret.)
Jeff C. Evans
Felipe E. Ezquerro
Donald A. Felton
Gary Fisk
Edward J. Floz
William W. Ford, Jr.
A. Hans Friedebach
W.F. Gemeinhard

Ted Giltner
Colin Green
Michael Guns
Carl J. Guzzo
Stanley R. Hague
William W. Halverson
Joseph G. Handelman
John G. Hartnett
Thomas J. Healy, Jr.
H. Allen Herr
Leroy V. Hester
Elroy E. Hilbert
Jon A. Hjelm
Fredrick E. Hoeke, Jr.
Michael P. Hoffman
SMGT Walter D. House, (Ret.)
W.N. Hubin
Anthony J. Italiano
Robert Gene Jenkins
Kenneth K. Jensen
Clinton B. Johnson
Michael D. Jones
Roger E. Jordan
GFP Kernahan
John C. Knoepfel
Joseph Kovel
Ellen Kurath
MGen F.C. Lang, USMC (Ret.)
Lowell Larson
Allan D. Latham
Robert L. Levine
Oscar A. Levine
Gerald Liang
James K. Libby
Dan C. Linn
Stephen J. Linsenmeyer
Artor f. Livergood

Thomas J. Livoti
Wilfred F. Longchamp
Robert A. Looney
Robert e. Louderback
John D. Lyon
Daniel E.D. MacMurry, III
Stuart S. MacPherson
William Mallory
Willard L. McCullough
Dick H. McLean
William J. Meehan
Jim Meinershagen
David W. Menard
Nick Modders
Rovert L. Morelli
Alvin R. Moses
Robert B. Munro
Ronald J. Musco
Howard L. Naslund
Thomas R. Nelson
Frank H. Nichols, Jr.
Andrew S. Niemyer
Edward Nolan
L.D. O’Kelley
Col. H. David O’Malie
Joe Onesty
Roy L. Orsi
Kenichi Otani
Daniel M. Pattarini
Robert W. Patton
Dominick D. Pellegreno
John Penhallow
Donald R. Pennington
C.D. Perrotti
Robert L. Pierce
Fred Plumb
Robert A. Poggioli

Rayburn Ray
William M. Rees
Michael Rettke
Steven M. Rickey
Robert A. Rieder
SSGT Raymond L. Robb
James Sacks
Richard E. Sandow
Charles F. Schultz
Harold C. Schwan
D.E. Scumaker
John A. Searle
William B. & Betty L. Seely
Robert F. Semler
Lewis W. Shaw, II
Donald B. Shea
Stanley A. Skalski
W.G. Skroch
Samuel J. Smyth
Eugene Souberman
Earl F. Stahl
Paul D. Stevens
Gordon E. Strickland, Jr.
Charles J. Striebig
Ralph A. Strong
Earle A. Sugar
Paul D. Talbott, Jr.
Edward O. Taylor
Ricahrd Tredwell
James V. Upton
Donavon C. Voegeli
John D. Voss
E.S. Warnke
Jack R. Wiggans
John W. Wood, Jr.

Background photo composite by Robert Burns

AAHS Newsletter Changes
This is the LAST AAHS Newsletter that will be printed and distributed to all members.
Going forward, the Society will rely on posting the Newsletter on the Web and notifying members of its availability. In
order to receive this notification, you MUST SUBSCRIBE to the email notification service. You can do this by going
to the AAHS Web site home page (www.aahs-online.org), and in the lower right-hand corner clicking on the eNewsletter
Subscription button. Please follow the instructions provided.
The Society believes that it can provide a higher quality newsletter (including color pictures) while allowing it to direct
the resulting costs associated with printing and distribution toward expanding the AAHS membership through outreach
efforts. See the “President’s Message” on page 8 for details.
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New Members
Robert Puckett
1123 SE Grandview Rd
Bartlesville, OK 74006-5004

Mbr 19467

Warren Timmerman
PO Box 4276
Kingshill, VI 00851-4276

Harry J.Alton
8019 E Via Marina
Scottsdale, AZ 85258-2860

Mbr 19468

Robert D Wiley
6553 Dee Highway
Mt Hook Parkdale, OR 97401-9748

Mbr 19469

Eric Boehm
Mbr 19482
257 Vreeland Ave
Midland Park, NJ 07432-1633
Interests: Golden Age / Experimental / Research

Karen Brunke
1298 Hiney Rd
Wilmington, OH 45177-9631

Mbr 19470

Dave Chainey
20059 Sonoma Rd
Apple Valley, CA 92308-6116
Interests: Commercial Airlines / WWII

Mbr 19471

Ray A Wodehouse
Mbr 19472
127 Brian Dr
Ephrata, PA 17522-9416
Interests: Personalities / General Aviation /
Commercial / Experimental / Research

Barry Gillingwater
PO Box 38-557
Howick Auckland 1731
New Zealand
Interests: WW II / USAF

Mbr 19481

Mbr 19483

Christos Psarras
Mbr 19484
PO Box 531373
Birmingham, AL 35253-1373
Interests: Golden Age / Jet Age / Commercial /
General Aviation / Propliners
Jason Riley
49 N Popler St
Butler, GA 31006-4507
Interests: WW II / Navy

Mbr 19485

Mbr 19486

Richard L Frank
4701 S Woodland Cir
Gibsonia, PA 15044-9122
Interests: WWII / USAF / Jet Age

Mbr 19473

Howard Rock, DDS
7 Overbrook Rd
Randolph, NJ 07869-4523

Robert E Bruce
1155 Lufbery Cir
Williamson, GA 30292-3422

Mbr 19474

Bill Rummer
Mbr 19487
11149 Western Sunset Dr
Dewey, AZ 86327-5635
Interests: Early Aviation / Meetings Embry Riddle
Prescott

Fred Butcher
Mbr 19475
1 Market St, Sipdham
Thetford Norfolk IP25 - 7LY
United Kingdom
Interests: RCATS and use of Rotary Launchers
Daniel Carafelli
9713 Hedin Dr
Silver Spring, MD 20903-1805
Interests: Golden Age/ WWII

Mbr 19476

Ed Stickel
Mbr 19488
23600 Marine View Dr S
Des Moines, WA 98198-7352
Interests: WWII / Jet Age / Early Aviation /
Commercial / USAF / USN / USMC / Any and
all manned aircraft

Catherine Jacola
6824 Cascade Ave SE
Snoqualmie, WA 98065-9725
Interests: WWI & II

Mbr 19477

Rex Terpening
139-14861 - 98 Ave
Surrey, BC V3R 0A2
Canada

Steve Kallan
715 West Townley Ave
Phoenix, AZ 85021-4587
Interests: WWI / Golden Age

Mbr 19478

Tara Roesler
1154 E Kramer Cir
Mesa, AZ 85203-1940
Interests: WWI

Mbr 19479

Gordon Millar
1840 Wiley Post Trail
Port Orange, FL 32128-6758

Mbr 19480

14

Mbr 19489

Robert M Valerioti
Mbr 19490
807 Moose Hollow Ln
Euless, TX 76039-6088
Interests: Golden Age / Innovations in design and
engine development, Early Aviation / Anything
of historical significance
Bobbi Witcher
PO Box 3333
Lake Arrowhead, CA 92352-3333

Mbr 19491

Mark D Bacon
2953 Brittany Pl
Anchorage, AK 99504-3985
Interests: Early Alaska Aviation

Mbr 19492
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AAHS eNewsletter Sign-Up
Reminder
For those members that want to be notified by
email when the next issue of the AAHS Newsletter is
posted, please register your email address on-line.
You can do this by going to the “Members Only” area
of the AAHS Web site and then selecting
“Newsletters.” At the bottom of this Web page is a
link and instructions that will allow you to register
your email address. This is an “opt in” program.
Only members that request notification will receive
one. The AAHS will not use your email address
registered here for any other purpose than to notify
you of a Newsletter posting. You have control and
may remove or change your email address at any time.
Remember that the electronic version of the
AAHS Newsletter is in color. This adds an additional
depth and richness to the photographs published here.

MOVING???
A History of the Raceplanes from 1928 - 1939
-

1071 Pages
158 Scale Drawings
Over 1200 Photos
Color Photos
Color Artwork
Hardbound
Two Volumes, Jacketed

Make sure you send the AAHS office a
change of address so you will not miss any
issues of your Journals.

Price: $75 + $10 Inland Shipping
Mail Check to:
Robert Hirsch
8439 Dale Street
Buena Park, CA 90620
or Search Ebay on Book Title
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THE BEST OF TIMES
a no v e l o f l o v e a nd wa r

Set in late 1943, The Best of Times by
Terence Finn recounts the combat experience
of a P-47 Thunderbolt Group Commander
and his love for a lady in London. It also
tells how the American 8th Air Force
struggled to realize its goal of daylight
strategic bombing.
This hardcover book is available now at Amazon.com and
www.ivyhousebooks.com or call (919) 782-0281. Price is $27.95.

“...a sense of authenticity not
often found in wartime
aviation novels.”
– 8th Air Force News Magazine

“...a well researched and written
account.... a very good read and
well worth the effort.”
–Jim Turner, AAHS Newsletter

If your mailing label below shows a 2008 date on it,
This is the last AAHS publication you will receive!

SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL IMMEDIATELY
TO AVOID DELAYS IN RECEIVING YOUR
2009 ISSUES OF THE AAHS JOURNAL AND
AAHS eNEWSLETTERS
⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓
AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846 (714) 549-4818
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