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The Gathering of Mustangs and Legends
By Robert Burns
The Gathering of Mustangs and Legends was held at Rickenbacker
International Airport in Columbus, Ohio, on September 27-30, 2007.
This event not only celebrated the history of the P-51 Mustang, but
honored the legends that were a part of the Mustangs family, which
included the aces, veterans, WASPs, and crew chiefs. A special tribute
was given the Tuskegee Airmen who were noted for their masterful
protection of our bomber formations over Europe during WWII. This
event also combined the 60th anniversary of the United States Air
Force to make this one of the largest air shows to be held in the
Midwest. The weather cooperated by providing near perfect
temperatures and blue skies for the main show days.
The first day was basically designed to begin receiving the many
Mustangs committed to attending the show. Unfortunately, heavy rains
most of the day prevented many aircraft from arriving. Over 100
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Mustangs were expected to be on the field before the show ended, however, due
to weather, and many other unforeseen events, the total number was 78 P-51
Mustangs. Still, this was the greatest number of Mustangs in one location since
the end of WWII. This gathering was also referred to as “The Last Roundup,”
since most of the WWII Mustang veterans are in their 80s and 90s, and health
issues are a real concern.
The driving force behind the Gathering of Mustangs and Legends was Lee
Lauderback of Stallion 51 Flight Corporation, Kissimmee, Florida. He is best
known for his dual-cockpit, dual-control TP-51 Mustangs, named
Formation of four Mustangs, including a “C” model, for the opening
ceremony flag drop. (All photos by the author)

Sunrise with P-51A “Polar Bear,” N51Z, USAAC 43-6006, owned by Jerry Gabe of Hollister, Calif.

“Crazy Horse” and “Crazy Horse 2,” and specializes in
orientation flights, checkout training, and unusual attitude
training. Lee and his organization hosted the original
Gathering of Mustangs and Legends at Kissimmee, Fla., in
April 1999.
On Friday, the second day, the sound of
Rolls-Royce/Packard-built Merlins began at sunrise. The
gates officially opened at 8:00 a.m., and Opening
Ceremonies promptly began at 9:30 a.m. with the American
flag jump, followed by continuous displays of aerobatic
performances that included John Mohr and his beautiful
Stearman, Patty Wagstaff in her Cirrus Extra 300S, the Red
Barons Pizza Squadron, the AeroShell Aerobatic Team,
Michael Goulian in an Extra 300SHP, John Klatt
representing the Air National Guard in his Staudacher
S-300, and Ed Hamill flying a legendary Curtis Pitts biplane
that represented the Air Force Reserve.
Friday was used more as a practice day, rather than a
full blown show day. The Air Force Demonstration aircraft,
consisting of the F-16 “Viper,” F-15 Eagle, and the fantastic
F-22 Raptor, flew practice routines.
The USAF
Thunderbirds also practiced their routine for the Saturday
and Sunday programs. Of course the star of the event, the
P-51 Mustang had the opportunity to show its stuff with Lee

P-51D, N51RH, 44-74739, “Ole Yeller,” formerly R.A.
“Bob” Hoover’s Mustang now owned by John Bagley of
Rexberg, Idaho.
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Twenty P-51 Mustangs fly a “51” formation in honor of the
type. A vary rare event these days to see so many in the
air at once.

A sample of the variety of “nose art” seen at “The
Gathering.”
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Lauderback in “Crazy Horse” flying a beautiful solo routine,
followed by the “Horsemen,” Jim Beasley in “Princess
Elizabeth” and Ed Shipley in “Twilight Tear,” flying a
superb dual formation exhibition. Heritage flights with the
Mustangs flying formation alongside the Air Force
Demonstration aircraft were always a crowd pleaser, and a
definite highlight every afternoon.
Warbirds provided an exciting enactment of strafing
and bombing attacks with appropriate explosive effects
provided by Rich’s Incredible Pyro team. This event
started with the fighters, usually P-51 Mustangs, a P-40
Warhawk, P-47 Thunderbolts, a P-63 King Cobra, and a
P-38 Lightning. Next in over “the target” were the medium
bombers, B-25 Mitchells, followed by the heavy bombers
that included a B-17G Flying Fortress and an Avro
Lancaster.
Flying activities with the Mustangs and other warbirds
continued until dark. Unfortunately, the gates closed at 6:00
p.m., all visitors, including the media pass holders, were
ushered from the airfield with the help of the local police
force.
Saturday was a repeat of Friday’s activities, beginning
with flights of Mustangs and warbirds taking to the skies at
sunrise. Opening ceremonies began with the parachute
jump, along with a huge American flag, circled by the
Red Baron Pizza Team, with a fly-over of four Mustangs
just prior to the American flag touching down. The
aerobatic displays began as the enormous crowd began to
fill Rickenbacker Field, and a repeat of the Friday
events were performed before a crowd estimated at
120,000 people. Prior to the USAF Thunderbirds flight
demonstration, the crowd was treated to a fly-over
of a Northrop B-2 Spirit, with the name “Spirit of
Oklahoma.”
Approximately 48 Tuskegee Airmen were honored on
Saturday. They were paraded before the vast crowd on a
large flatbed with rows of elevated seats, along with a large
scale model of a red tail P-51D Mustang, painted in the
markings of a 332 Fighter Group. They were honored with
standing ovations as they passed in review.
The Heritage Flights were received with great
appreciation by every one. Typically, the F-16 “Viper”
would fly formation with a single Mustang. The F-15 Eagle
would link up with two Mustangs, and the F-22 Raptor
would fly formation with three Mustangs. The highlight of
the day was the massive flight of Mustangs flying over the
crowd in a formation that resembled the number “51.” This
event was followed by the warbirds simulated firepower
demonstration. The day’s activity was closed out with
formation flying with various groups of Mustangs. Once
again, the gates closed at 6:00 p.m. and the local police
cleared the field of everyone except warbird owners and
crews.
Sunday was a repeat of Saturday’s events, minus
the B-2 Spirit flyover, and the Tuskegee Airman’s
Parade. One difference was Patty Wagstaff flying a salute to
the WASPs of WWII in a P-51D Mustang. This was the

Ron Buccarelli’s Rolls-Royce Griffon powered P-51D,
N6WJ, 44-73518, Air Racer 38 “Precious Metal.”

Jeff Michael’s P-51D, N651JM, 44-74976, “Obsession”
from Lexington, N.C.

A beautifully restored P-51C, N487FS, 43-25147,
“Princess Elizabeth,” owned by Jim Beasley of
Philadelphia, Pa.

Kermit Weeks’ P-51C, N1204, 42-103831, “INA the Macon
Belle” restored to the Tuskegee Airmen’s colors.
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first time I had seen her fly a warbird, and must say
I was impressed with her aerobatic skills in the Mustang.
As the Gathering of Mustangs and Legends was rapidly
approaching a close, and the sound of many Merlin engines
rang in my ear, it was with sadness that I approached the exit
gates. Growing up during WWII, not far from a Republic
P-47 Thunderbolt plant, and listening to the sound of Pratt
& Whitney R-2800s on daily basis, the sounds of the last
four days reminded me of an era gone by, but thanks to all
the dedicated people who keep these beautiful machines
flying, I was able to relive a bit of a very special, and
important time in history. The Legends who flew these
machines in combat were truly “The Greatest Generation.”

Lockheed-Martin F-16 “Viper,” 91-0348, of the 20 FW,
Shaw AFB, S.C., taxis for takeoff.

Bell P-63A King Cobra, NL163FS, 42-69021, climbs out.

Republic P-47D Thunderbolt “Wicked Wabbit,” NX647D,
44-11456, flown by John Schoffner.

Douglas C-47 (DC-3C-S1C3G), s/n 20401 of Cavanaugh
Flight Museum, Addison, Tex.

A pair of P-47D Thunderbolts, 44-11456 (marked as
44-90438) and 44-90460, start a formation takeoff.
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North American B-25N “Pacific Prowler,” NL1042B,
44-30823A takes off.

Lockheed C-5B Galaxy, 00-461of the 445th AW AFRC
based at Wright-Patterson AFB.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Greetings from the AAHS. We wish you the very best for 2008 and thank you for your continued support.
As was mentioned in the last Newsletter, postal fees continue to rise and we are at their mercy. To assuage your
fears (if you had any along that line) we will continue to send the Newsletter to all domestic members. I suggested
that you take a look at the wonderful presentation that our Webmaster, Hayden Hamilton, has given us on the Web
site and some may have assumed that would be the only way to receive the Newsletter. The material presented on the
Web contains more “stuff,” and that was the reason for suggesting its use. We will deal with distribution at a later date.
One item which will be addressed and promulgated shortly concerns formation of local chapters. In the past the
Society has not been in favor of local chapters due to legal and other challenges. After much discussion we believe
we have found a workable solution and will be posting that info in a future Newsletter. I believe this solution will
best accommodate local requirements and enhance the viability of the Society.
The cataloguing of our photo library continues unabated. We are awaiting matching funds from a variety of
sources and hope to see those funds shortly.
The Society exists for you, the members. We certainly enjoy the challenges associated with the publications and
look forward to meeting your expectations for a quality product. Please drop us a comment or drop by any Wednesday
and say hello.
Robert Brockmeier, President
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Book Reviews
The Story of the 1929-1949 National Air Races, produced
by the National Air Race Project
Production Co., (888) NAR-8886,
$28.95 plus $4.95 shipping and
handling.
The National Air Race Project, a
non-profit organization created with
the intention of preserving the
history of air racing and educating
the public of the ‘significant aviation
advancements achieved through air
racing’ (see their Web site at
www.NationalAirRaces.Net)
has
recently made available this DVD outlining the rich history
of the National Air Races, 1929-1949.
The DVD, first available to race fans at the 2007 Reno
National Championship Air Races, in Reno, Nevada, is a
riveting aviation documentary, showing the creation of air
races as a national event that drew up to 500,000 spectators
over the 10-day event, even during the midst of the Great
Depression. The DVD chronicles the air races, year-byyear, chapter-by-chapter, allowing the viewer to skip to
specific years for viewing or research purposes.
Over 600 still shots, many never-before-published, and
almost a full hour of vintage film depicts the pilots, their
planes and the exciting race footage. Included are
fascinating shots of the Cleveland’s airport expansion
(where an 85,000-seat grandstand was built and downtown
trolley lines were diverted for air race usage), made the
permanent home of the National Air Races in 1931. Some
of the most exciting footage includes the dangerous
‘horserace’ starts of the early pylon races, where all aircraft
started the race at once down the backstretch.
This DVD also shows the remarkable intersection of
amateur, professional and military aviation technology
through the years, as privately sponsored pilots,
governments, both domestic and foreign, as well as the
small ‘midget plane’ pilots vied for the coveted Bendix,
Thompson and other cross-country and pylon races.
Vintage film, narrated by newscasters of the time, evince the
drama of the events as they happened, including tragic
crashes that occasionally occurred. Photos of the pilots,
such as Roscoe Turner, Jimmy Doolittle, Jimmy Whiteman
and Louise Thaddon illuminate these aviation giants and
their aircraft. Also explained are the reasons for the demise
of the National Air Races in 1949, including Bill Odom’s,
flying Jackie Cochran’s modified P-51 ‘Begin the Beguine,’
crash into a residential community killing two people on the
ground.
The DVD ends with an Epilogue, discussing the
re-creation of the Air Races at Stead Field, near Reno
Nevada, and the growth of the National Air Races to present
time since they were re-created there in 1964.
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History buffs will enjoy the previously unpublished
material available, as well as the carefully choreographed
photographs and narrative (with the voice talents of Gary
Nolan). Aviation enthusiasts will enjoy early views of
historic aircraft, pilots and airports. (The National Air Races
were held in Los Angeles Mines Field for two years) as well
as discussions of the winning aircraft designs and who
created them.
This DVD would be a positive addition to the aviation
historian’s video collection.
Jerri Bergen
Amelia – A Life of the Aviation Legend. Donald M.
Goldstein and Katherine V. Dillon.
Potomac Books, Inc., Washington,
D.C., 2007, 321 pages including
index, glossary and notes pages.
Goldstein and Dillon take a
look at the oft’ published life of
Amelia
Earhart
from
the
perspective of previously unpublished materials, much generated by
the late Captain Laurence F.
Safford, USN (Ret.) and John F.
Luttrell, two different men who, for
different reasons, accumulated
in-depth research data on Amelia’s life and disappearance
(one had military involvement in the communications
equipment installed on Howland Island, where Amelia was
to land; the other materials regarding the particulars of the
plane’s disappearance).
Amelia explores the childhood of the pioneer aviatrix,
delving into the personalities of her parents, Edwin Earhart
and Amy Otis, and her sister, Muriel. Goldstein and Dillon
pull from extensive book and newsprint publications to
impart sometimes trivial details of family events (we learn,
for example, the Japanese lanterns lighting the Amy’s
coming-out party on the lawn were spaced ten feet apart),
but enlightens us also on the considerable technical, social
and political elements that comprised Amelia’s
environment.
The book is broken into three segments- Part I –
Takeoff, Part II - High Flight, and Part III – Flight and
Mystery. The three logically describe her background, and
her impetus into the uncharted field of aviation, her ongoing
promotion of aviation following her Friendship flight
through lectures and more record-breaking flights (‘just for
the fun of it’) and ending with a detailed technical and
personal review of her last flight, ending in mystery over the
Pacific.
The authors show us the public Amelia, but also the
personal factors that directed her, such as her long-time
financial support of her mother and sister, and friendships
with such notables as Eleanor Roosevelt, wife to President
Franklin Delanor Roosevelt.
The authors do not attempt to solve the mystery of
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Amelia’s last flight, but do provide detailed technical
elements of her Lockheed Electra’s preparations, setup
arrangements with airport logistics en route, and finally
extensive discussions of the flawed communications efforts,
both civil and military between the Electra and designated
support functions, prior to and following the plane’s
disappearance (notes refer to the radio logs for the Itasca,
the designated Navy signal ship, for example). The glossary
was handy, when picking up the book after a week’s
absence, to correctly place a public figure referred to earlier
in the book.
The book is an absorbing read if you’re interested in the
detailed aspects of Amelia and her flying career. The Index
and Glossary will make this a valuable research tool for
others who follow in the collection of knowledge
regarding Amelia and her tremendous impact on the aviation
community then, and now.
Jerri Bergen

Final Countdown, NASA and the end of the Space Shuttle
Program, by Pat Duggins,
University Press of Florida,
hardcover, ISBN 978-0-8130-31460, 265 pages, size 6x9 in, 50 b/w
illustrations, Index, Epilogue,
notes, $24.95.
This is the story of the Space
Shuttle program, from the
beginning to its completion in the
near future. The author is a
correspondent for National Public
Radio who has covered this
program since the early 1970s.
This includes being an eyewitness to almost 90 flights.
Because of this, he has a unique perspective concerning the
progress and challenges of the Shuttle program.
Starting with the transition from the Apollo manned
lunar exploration missions; he explains how the Shuttle
program began as a cost cutting, and more economical way
to explore space. The original concept of the Space Shuttle
was that it would be used in support of a manned space
station. Unfortunately, due to uneven funding by various
U.S. Administrations, the Space Station was not built until
late in the life cycle of the Shuttle. This resulted in the
Shuttle being required to operate with a poorly defined
mission. Following the two accidents of Challenger and
Columbia, this led to questions concerning the future of the
Shuttle program.
The author covers the two Shuttle accidents in detail,
and describes how they led to changes in the operation of the
Shuttle program, including the relationship of NASA with
its contractors.
Finally, Mr. Duggins describes how the Shuttle will be
phased out. This includes the future of manned space
missions, and what this will require from both NASA and

later administrations.
This book is interesting and well written. Duggins does
a good job of describing an important period in the
development of manned space travel. He not only covers the
technical aspects of the Shuttle program, but also the human
and political factors as well.
Paul Butler
Aviation Museums and Collections of North America, Bob
Ogden. Air Britain (Historians)
Ltd., 2007. 608 pages with B&W
photos, maps, aircraft index. This
book can be ordered through the
AAHS for $65.00. Air-Britain and
Bob Ogden have compiled an
updated listing of historic aircraft
and where to find them in North
America (Canada and the United
States). The Table of Contents is
organized geographically (by
province in Canada; by state for the
U.S.), and a detailed aircraft index is included in the rear.
The aircraft index outlines an aircraft type (‘Thorp T-18’ for
example) and all the collections where one can find a T-18.
Each territory, province or map begins with a map with
numbers representing the locales of collections identified in
the book. Each collection is identified with an address,
telephone, admission fees, if any, email, if available, and
general location of the museum (example, for the 408
Squadron Museum, in Alberta, Canada. Location is given as
‘About 10 km north of the city’).
A brief history of the airfield, collection, buildings
and/or founders is provided for each collection, giving
absorbing details into the beginnings of these aviation
treasure houses, as well as significant expansion efforts.
Both color and black-and-white photos are sprinkled
throughout the text, giving a taste of the breadth and variety
of aircraft types housed in these collections across the
continent. The aircraft listed for each collection is fairly
up-to-date. For example, the Yanks Museum (Chino,
California) listing included an aircraft that had only
recently been acquired.
The book is an excellent reference resource for the
aviation-oriented, as well as researchers interested in
hunting down and visiting a particular aircraft type. One
note of caution, if you are looking for the collections in a
particular museum, you need to know either an airplane type
(‘Christian Eagle I’, for example) housed in the collection,
or the location of the museum itself to find it. There is no
museum/collection index proper, only the aircraft-type
index. However, organized by province/state, this book
would make a delightful companion to those interested in
traveling to a particular region and finding all the
aviation-related collections available.
Jerri Bergen
7

Donations
The following members have made generous donations to the AAHS. These donations go into the general fund to help pay
the costs of producing the Journal and Newsletter. All monies are used to support this activity and no salaries are paid to any
board member even though many hours are spent by these individuals in promoting and maintaining the Society.
Our appreciation and thanks go out to these individuals and to any one else whom we may have inadvertently overlooked.
Mark T. Allison
John F. Amendola
Allan T. Ames
Frank R. Arrufat
Gilles Auliard
Barry E. Austin
Richard E. Bagg
Adelbert A. Balunek
Philip C. Beals
Jan Beck, MD
Lorraine Bell
Peter Berry
John F. Bessette
Robert L. Bogner
Louis M. Bouchard
Riccardo Bozzola
H. Douglas Brown III
Robert O. Buck
Frederick W. Buehl
Salvatore Buonadonna
Mark S. Burau
LCDR Richard R. Burgess
Victor A. Camfield
Arthur A. Carter
Robert L. Cassedy
Nicholas A. Castruccio
Joseph H. Clarke
Richard F. Colton
Dr. Robert M. Cornwell, DDS
Edward Crawford
F.E.C. Culick
William J. Curry
David Darbyshire
David R. DeBace
Ronald G. Denk
Thomas P. Deveikis
Capt. Gregory P. Dowd, USN (Ret)
Linda G. Dozier
Michael J. Duffy
David R. Dunsmore
Stanley G. Dunwiddie, Jr.
John L. Dzurica
Sir Rod Eddington
Fred C. Ellsworth
John A. Eney
Jeffery C. Evans
Stuart L. Faber
Donald A. Felton
Robert A. Filippi
Gary Fisk
Edward S. Flynn
Edward J. Folz
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Lt. Col. Frank J. Gasperich, Jr.
Walter F. Gemeinhardt
Ted Giltner
Walter T. Grady
James E. Greenebaum, II
Michael Guns
Stanley R. Hague, III
William W. Halverson
Mike Hardman
Wener Hartman
John G. Hartnett
David M. Haynes, Jr.
Thomas J. Healy, Jr.
Allen Herr
Greg Herrick
Groves E. Herrick
Roderick W. Hildebrand
Eric S. Hinz
Fredrick E. Hoeke, Jr.
Earl S. Holmquist
Capt. Carl O Holtman
Wallace E. Hudson
Darlene M. Imus
Felix D. Jablonski
Robert G. Jenkins
Robert F. Jesko
Clinton B. Johnson
Lowell E. Johnston
Roger E. Jordan
Norman E. Jukes
John R. Keeler
J.P. Kennedy
Michael J. Kolasa
Richard D. Korns
Joseph Kovel
Jan S. Kukla
William D. Lake
Oscar A. Levi
Dr. James K. Libbey
Paul N. Linger
Osborne R. Love
Lt. Col. Jack A. Lowery, USAF (Ret)
Stephen J. Maciag
Stuart S. MacPherson
H.A. Magiso
Kimble D. McCutcheon
Lawrence A. McFarland
Norman F. McGowin, Jr.
Dick H. McLean
Lt.Col. C.D. McManus, USAF (Ret)
C. Robert Mills
Charles P. Minton

Background photo composite by Robert Burns

Nick Modders
Col. Jack P. Monroe, Jr. USMC (Ret)
Robert L. Morelli
Geral V. Mueller
Robert Munro
Walter A. Musciano
Howard L. Naslund
Jacques C. Naviaux
Thomas R. Norris
Jerry T. O’Brien
Kenichi Otani
John A. Paller
Cecil E. Palmer
Daniel M. Pattarini
Robert W. Patton
Carmen D. Perrotti
Robert L. Pierce
V.J. Pieroni, Jr.
William R. Pinney
Alexander Hay Porteous
Roger W. Raleigh
John Rathjen
Rayburn Ray
Michael G. Rettke
John F. Richards
SSgt Raymond L. Robb
Floyd B. Rupp
Laurence R. Rutt
W.B & Betty L. Seeley
Stephen F. Sewell
Joseph R. Shepherd
Nealis Shreeve, Jr.
Stanley A. Skalski
Bobby Glenn Smith, MD
Samuel J. Smyth
Eugene Souberman
Earl F. Stahl
William P. Stewart
Lawrence Stransky
John Streeter
James H. Strobeck
Israel Switzer
Frederick G. Turner, II
James V. Upton
H. Brooks Whelan
Tom Whiteway
Ens. Stephen C. Whiteway, USN
Leslie F. Whittlesey
James R. Willis
Bruce E. Wineburgh
Bert Zimmerly
David G. Zwolak
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New Members
Steve Lund
MBR 19371
2102 Brittany Place
Placentia, CA 92870-1913
Interests: Army Aviation/German
WWII Aviation/Scale Modeler
Allan D. Latham
MBR 19372
8545 Colorado Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504-2306
Interests: Military and Civilian
Aircraft prior to 1960
Jerome Dawson
MBR 19373
9866 Mercy Road, Apt. 7
San Diego, CA 92129-5022
Interests: Jet Age/Commercial
Airlines
Robert Heisner
MBR 19374
1700 Parkway
Southold, NY 11971-1981
Interests: Navy/ USAF

Charlie Pyles
MBR 19381
238 Misty Cove Way
Cold Spring, KY 41076-8513
Interests: Early Aviation/Commercial
Airlines
Ken Desrosier
MBR 19382
3319 22nd Street CT
West Bradenton, FL 34205-3618
Interests: WWII/Jet Age/USAF
Peter Bakewell
MBR 19383
5811 Morningside Ave.
Dallas, TX 75206-5919
Interests: Early Aviation/Golden Age
Mitchell Duran
MBR 19384
1143 Tulare Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687-6648
Interests: USAF/P-51/WWI

Alan C. King
MBR 19375
204 Westwood Ave.
Delaware, OH 43015-1065

Loren Griffith
MBR 19385
430 Combs Ct.
Marina, CA 93933-5010
Interests: ExperimentalResearch/WWII

Andrew S. Niemyer
MBR 19376
South 26th Ave.
East Duluth, MN 55812-2347
Interests: WWII/Jet Age

Capt Bob Snowden
MBR 19386
PO Box 910
Cutchogue, NY 11935-0910
Interests: Aviation 1920-1930-1940

Tim Whetstone
MBR 19377
Bell Aircraft Museum, Inc.
PO Box 411
Mentone, IN 46539-0411
Interests: All Aviation

Robert C. Cummings, Jr. MBR 19387
4107 East 49th Street
Tulsa, OK 74135-3217
Interests: WWII/Commercial Airlines

Francis J. Allen
MBR 19378
122 Sylvan Dr.
York, PA 17402-2759
Interests: Jet Age/Commercial &
General Aviation/ExperimentalResearch
W. M. (Bud) Allen
MBR 19379
2020 N Marchall Ave.
El Cajon, CA 92020-1119
Interests: Allen Airways Flying
Museum

Jim Hammond
MBR 19388
3073 US Route 68N
Yellow Springs, OH 45387-9747
Interests: Golden Age/WWI
Dennis Holt
MBR 19389
3216 Glenview Lane
Leetonia, OH 44431-8710
Jamie Dodson
MBR 19390
110 Conger Road
Madison, AL 35785-8537
Interests: Available on request

Andrew Doege
MBR 19391
5518 S Garfield Ave.
Hinsdale, IL 60521-5013
Interests: Navy/WWII
John F. Goode, CPA
MBR 19392
5437 N Christiana
Chicago, IL 60625-4603
Interests:
Accounting/Motorcycles/Marathons
/Airplanes
Stacy Lynn Kelly
MBR 19323
6601 Chilton Drive N
Richland Hills, TX 76180-4223
Interests: Commercial & Military
Aviation
George E. Mattingly
MBR 19394
2305 Spring Lake Drive
Taimonium, MD 21093-2643
Interests: WWII Military
Aircraft/Beechcraft
Randy Meathrell
MBR 19395
7636 N Outlook Lane
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314-4592
Interests: WWII/General Aviation
George Millar
MBR 19396
21251 Great River Road
Leclaire, IA 53753-9103
Dennis Parks
MBR 19397
9404 E Marginal Way S
Attn: Library/Collections
Seattle, WA 98108-4046
Interests: Commercial Airlines/USAF
Joe Raimondo
MBR 19398
16 Cavalier Drive
Hamilton, NJ 08619
Interests: General
Aviation/Commercial Airlines
Guy N. Ullman
MBR 19399
229 Fairview Road
Narberth, PA 19072-1332
Interests: Many – Please contact
AAHS for information

Rusty Harrison
MBR 19380
705 SE Morrison Road
Vancouver, WA 98664-1767
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Folded Wings
Robert N. Buck, 93, died April 14, 2007, in Berlin, Vt.
Buck was a former TWA pilot and noted aviation author.
He set flying records as a teenager in the 1930s and flew
severe-weather research missions during WWII.
Buck’s first aviation experiences were in 1929 as a
15-year-old glider pilot. He received his pilot’s license
in April 1930, and three months later set a junior altitude
record of 15,000 feet. Six months after getting his
license, he flew a Pitcairn Mailwing from Newark
Airport to Los Angeles, setting a new junior transcontinental airspeed record of 28 hrs 33 min. At the age of
23, he joined Transcontinental and Western Air as a
copilot, becoming a captain three years later. During
WWII, TWA was awarded a project to research weather,
and Buck served as project pilot and manager. He flew
a B-17 from Alaska to Brazil to investigate radio
interference from static caused by precipitation including rain and snow.
“I was able to put my nose in any kind of weather I
wanted to fly through,” he told an interviewer. “We’d sit
around, waiting until the weather was bad and then go
fly through it.”
For this research, Buck became one of the few civilians to be awarded the Air Medal.
Buck became TWA’s chief pilot in 1945 and was
command captain on the delivery of TWA’s first
Lockheed Constellation. In 1965, flying a Boeing 707
in shifts with several other pilots, he went around the
world following a polar route. In 1970, he inaugurated
TWA’s New York-to-London and New York-to-Paris 747
Service. He retired from TWA in 1974.
Buck wrote a number of books including the 1970
Weather Flying, considered by many as must-reading for
pilots and still in print today. He also wrote Flying
Know-How, The Art of Flying, The Pilot’s Burden:
Flying Safely and the Roots of Pilot Error and North Star
Over My Shoulder, his 2002 memoir.
He continued to fly until he was 88.
Ann Darr, 87, died December 2, 2007, in Chicago, Ill.
Mrs. Darr, a noted poet, was one of the 1,074 female
aviators who were Women Airforce Service Pilots
(WASPs) between 1942 and 1944.
She flew virtually every kind of aircraft in a variety
of often mundane missions that the WASPs called “aerial dishwashery,” often boring tasks that were necessary
to keep the Air Force flying.
Born Lois Ann Russell in Bagley, Iowa, where she
graduated from the University of Iowa in 1941. The year
prior to graduating, she had signed up for Civilian Pilot
Training courses, in which she learned to fly. “I was a
prairie child,” she wrote. “We didn’t have the mountains,
the sea; what we had was the sky.”
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She was married to navy Dr. George Darr for 10
years with this relationship ending in divorce. She never
remarried.
Col. Jefferson J. DeBlanc, Sr., USMC (Ret), 86, died
November 22, 2007. DeBlanc was the recipient of the
Medal of Honor for a single mission flown January 31,
1943.
He took off from Henderson Field on
Guadalcanal, leading a six-plane escort for a strike force
of dive bombers. Two of the fighters turned back with
mechanical problems and DeBlanc was experiencing
problems with his own aircraft that would leave him
short of fuel for the mission, but pressed on anyway.
During the actions on that mission, DeBlanc shot down
five enemy aircraft before his aircraft was disabled
forcing him to bail out. After swimming to a nearby
island, he was found by a local tribe that bartered him to
another tribe for a sack of rice. DeBlanc has noted,
“Most people live their entire lives without knowing
exactly what they are worth. I know exactly what I’m
worth – a 10 pound sack of rice.” He was eventually
recovered and went on to see action in several other
campaigns. By the end of the war, he was credited with
a total of nine aircraft.
In addition to the Medal of Honor, DeBlanc also
received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the Purple
Heart and numerous other citations.
Nolan A. “Sue” Herndon, 88, a member of the
Doolittle Raiders, died October 7, 2007, in Columbia,
S.C.
Herndon was the navigator-bombardier on crew No.
8 of the B-25s that took off from the USS Hornet on
April 18, 1942, to strike targets in Japan. His aircraft
was the lone aircraft to land in Russia where the crew
was interred for about a year. Herndon maintained in
interviews that the aircraft was on a secret mission, the
nature of which was not disclosed to him. Doolittle
biographer C.V. Glines said he could never get “a
straight answer” on this from Doolittle.
Herndon’s aircraft was a last-minute addition to the
plan and is reported to have had its carburetors altered to
burn more fuel to support a cover story for their
diversion to Russia. The plane unexpectedly carried
navigational charts for the Soviet Union. According to
Herndon, both pilots, Edward York and Robert Emmens,
spoke fluent Russian, a curiosity “that always bothered”
him. When Herndon later asked Doolittle, by then a
general, about these oddities, he was told, “You’ll have
to speak with somebody higher than me.”
Unfortunately, this story can neither be proved nor disproved as the primary players have long since passed on
and no one has been able to find any records pertaining
to the “mission.”
Herndon was awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross for his part in the mission. With his death, 12
Raiders survive.
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Maj. Gen. Robert G. Owens, USMC (Ret), 90, in
Boulder, Colo. Gen. Owens joined the Marine Corps in
1938 following graduation from Furman University,
beginning a 33-year military career.
Upon graduating from flight training in Pensacola,
Fla., in 1940, he was assigned to Hawaii and was there
for the Pearl Harbor attack. He saw action in the
Solomon Islands, New Georgia, and Bismarck
Archipelago areas where his actions led to being
awarded the Navy Cross, the Distinguished Flying Cross
with four Gold Stars and the Air Medal with two Silver
Stars. In January 1944, he was awarded the Purple Heart
for wounds received in action over Rabaul, resulting in
the ditching of his crippled plane. During WWII he was
credited with seven aerial victories.
Gen. Owens served in Vietnam as Chief of Staff, III
Marine Amphibious Force. Other assignments included
tours at Headquarter Marine Corps, Joint Chief of Staff,
National War College, Air War College, commanding
officer of the Third Marine Air Wing in El Toro, Calif.,
and First Marine Air Wing in Japan. He was an honorary
pallbearer at President Eisenhower’s funeral in 1969.
David C. Tallichet, Jr., 85, noted restaurateur and
historic aircraft collector in Orange, Calif. Joining the
USAAC during WWII, Tallichet became a B-17 pilot
with the 350 BS, 100 BG in England, eventually flying
23 combat missions before hostilities terminated on VE
day.
After the war, Tallichet joined the Hilton Hotels
Corp. and was managing the Lafayette Hotel in Long
Beach, Calif., when he and two business partners
ventured in to opening The Reef Restaurant in 1958.
This led eventually to Tallichet forming Specialty
Restaurants Corp. which would grow to encompass over
100 successful restaurants. He is generally credited with
being one of the industry’s theme-restaurant pioneers.
Ventures include Ports O’Call, Proud Bird, 94th Aero
Squadron and Crawdaddy’s among the many.
Tallichet never lost his love of aviation, eventually
acquiring one of the largest privately-held collections of
flying WWII aircraft. He was able to take his B-17
across the Atlantic to Britain to take part in the 1990s
“Memphis Belle” film, as well as provide aircraft for
numerous other Hollywood productions. As late as last
July, he took the B-17 to an air show in Michigan where
he was honored as the last WWII combat pilot still
flying this increasingly rare aircraft.
Maj. Carrol S. Woods, USAF (Ret), 88, passed away
November 20, 2007, in Montgomery, Ala. Major Woods
was a decorated member of the Tuskegee Airmen.
Woods was among the members of the famed fighter
group to receive the Congressional Gold Medal from
President Bush in a ceremony in Washington last April.
Wood’s plane was shot down over Greece in October
1944. He was a prisoner of war until April 1945 when
his POW camp was liberated by the Allies.

Dr. Paul MacCready
Remembered
Dear Al;
When I learned of the passing of that brilliant man, Dr.
Paul MacCready, it brought back some special memories. I
had first met this gentleman in 1946, when I was a line boy
at the New Haven Municipal Airport (now Tweed-New
Haven Airport) in New Haven, Conn. I was working for my
flying lessons in a Piper J-3 Cub in those days.
Paul MacCready at that time lived in Hamden, near
New Haven. His father was a prominent New Haven doctor
(MD), and Paul was privileged to attend Yale University’s
engineering school. He was a private pilot then and had a
deep interest in gliding. Paul would come down to the
airport, and I would help him assemble his glider (forgot
what type), and we became acquainted, on a first name
basis. Paul also owned a 1930s Buhl Pup, with a 45-hp
Szekeley 3-cylinder engine. I loved that airplane, and he
was aware of my interest in older airplanes. One day he
asked if I would like to take it around the field. Of course I
jumped at the chance, so went once around the pattern, and
with a shaky landing felt I had been an early barnstormer.
The thing had a tail skid, so one had to taxi with the stick
full forward to keep as much weight off the tail as possible,
so as not to dig up either the grass (which we used on the
side of the runways then) or the black top pavement of the
runways. As I remember, Paul used the Pup to fly across
Long Island Sound to see a lady friend. But I do not know
if this was the gal he married.
Over the years, I would often hear his name mentioned
in aviation circles, and when it came to the man-powered
flight project, I got all excited, because by that time I had
considerable time as a pilot (commercial rated) and like
Bryan Allen, was a very successful bicycle racer (track as
well as road, Tour-de-France type of racing), and if it were
not for a deep concentration in a career in engineering and
raising a family, I would have put in for being the test pilot
on MacCready’s creations. I had tremendous endurance
back then.
The last time I saw Paul MacCready was in 1997, at the
annual Lindbergh Foundation Awards event in Colorado
Springs, Colo. Paul and I spent some quality time together
in his hotel room, discussing those early years, the gliders,
the Pup, mutual friends, philosophy of life, - knowing Igor
I. Sikorsky, Sr., and Charles Lindbergh.
Dr. MacCready was a wonderful engineer, a gentleman
through and through, polite, thoughtful, deep thinker and
philosopher, especially concerning the future of mankind.
He reminded me of Lindbergh and Sikorsky, and their
similar views.
When I learned about the Kremer Prize, for a manpowered flying vehicle, my mind immediately turned to
MacCready, and felt confident he would be the man to do it,
[Continued on Page 12 - MacCready]
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Photo Archives Report
Progress continues to be made on cataloging of the
Hufford collection. As of this Newsletter issue, an
additional 4,400 negatives have been added to the on-line
database. These catalog additions include photos of
carriers like Braniff, Central, Continental, Delta, North
Central, Eastern, PSA, Pacific, Ozark and others. Most
of these photos date from the period between 1950 and
1970.
A catalog of the Hufford collection may be
downloaded from the AAHS Web site, or ordered for a
nominal cost from the AAHS offices ($7.50 including
shipping and handling). This catalog is organized by
aircraft manufacturer and by operator. The download file
is located under the research area of the “Members” area
of the Web site.
Along with the catalog additions, over 250 scanned
images have been added to the online database bringing
the total number of available images to approximately
1,000. We obviously still have a long way to go, but are
making steady progress, even if they are in small steps.
When searching the catalog, images that can be
previewed online are indicated with a camera icon in the
listing. Simply click on this icon to see the image and
associated data record.

and sure enough, he did and continued to do research in that
field. Even at that time Cole Palen and I and several others
were contemplating such a machine at Rhinebeck, so we all
followed MacCready’s progress very closely.
Dr. Paul MacCready will not only be missed because of
who he was as a person, but for what he contributed to
mankind to help make this a better place to live on this old
planet.
You know, if any of us knew what was on the “other
side,” I can bet we would find Paul MacCready still
thinking and tinkering, and making it as pleasant for others
up there. He may even have a “pressurized” version of the
old Pup for “testing.”
Ev Cassagneres

Capitol International Airways Lockheed L-1049G Super
Constellation, N4309C, c/n 4619, taxis out at Long Beach,
Calif., March 27, 1964. (AAHS Negative # 33402)

AAHS Print Service
The AAHS Print Service allows
members to obtain photographs
from the AAHS collection to
support individual research
projects and to expand personal
collections. Images are made
from negatives, slides or scans
of high quality prints contained
in the AAHS collection.

Pricing: Black & White or Color
5” x 7”
8” x 10”
Digital Images

CD Base Price
each digital image

Domestic Shipping & Handling (per order)
International Shipping & Handling (per order)

$4.00
$6.00
$2.95
$1.00
$2.50
$5.00

Ordering Guidelines
1.
2.
3.

4.

Order images in numerical order
For every requested image, please provide a
1st and 2nd alternative image.
The AAHS Print Service is restricted to members only. Please provide name, address,
city where your Journals and Newsletters are
shipped to.
Prints are available in two sizes only. Price
includes both black-and-white and color
images.

5.

6.

7.

Digital images will be scanned at a resolution to provide photographic quality 8”x10”
images (roughly 3300x2800 pixels) in JPEG
format with highest quality setting.
Orders will be processed the 1st and 15th of
each month and mailed via first class
postage.
Credit to the AAHS and the photographer
or donor of the photo must be expressed if
the image is used in publication.

Each order must be accompanied by a check, money order, VISA
or MasterCard information (your name as it appears on the card,
credit card number, expiration date, and billing address). Send
orders to:
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AAHS Print Service
2333 Otis Street
Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846
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AAHS Coffee Cup
Get Yours NOW!

NEW MEMBER DRIVE

Promote the AAHS while
enjoying a cup of your
favorite brew. These
10 oz. cups have the
AAHS logo on opposite
sides.

The AAHS is entering its sixth
decade of operation and continues
to face the challenge of sustaining its
membership.

JUST

As current members, YOU can
contribute to the success of helping
grow the organization.

$12.95
including S&H for U.S. orders*

Send Check, Money Order or Visa/MasterCard
information directly to the AAHS Headquarters, or
order online at the AAHS Web site by clicking the
coffee cup image on the home page.
* California residents; please add 7.75 percent
($1.00) state sales tax.

AAHS Journal Back Issues

Did you know that more than 50
percent of all new members learned
about the AAHS from a friend?
Do you have friends that are interested in aviation history?

Looking for back issues of the
AAHS Journal? You can now
order them on-line from APT
Collectibles. Just point your
browser to:

Pass them a copy of the New
Membership Application on the next
page and encourage them to join!

http://www.aptcollectibles.com/planes.htm

If each member encourages a single individual to join the Society, we
would double our membership.
Then we will be able to reduce membership rates - tangible “payback” for
your efforts to help expand the
Society’s membership.

and select “American Aviation
Historical Society Journals.”
Order on-line or directly from:
APT Collectibles
P.O. Box 788
Bonsall, CA 92003

Make it a commitment to recruit
one new AAHS member this year!

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
RECRUIT A FRIEND
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THE YANKEE FLYER
Features 14 vintage photos and highlights
important dates and events each month focusing
exclusively on Massachusetts aviation heritage

ZIP

2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704

Produced by the Massachusetts Aviation Historical Society

Exp. Date

MAKES A GREAT GIFT FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS,
BUSINESS ASSOCIATES & CUSTOMERS!

FREE calendar if you join MAHS today!
MEMBERSHIP IS JUST $25.00 /YEAR & INCLUDES
MONTHLY MEETING PLUS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS!
Send check or money order to:

Signature

Account #

 VISA  MasterCard

M.A.H.S. P.O. Box 457 Wakefield, MA 01880-0957

Douglas A-20J Havocs on a mission in Europe during
WWII. (AAHS Negative #5819)

Office Use

Date Rec’d.

AAHS Member/Chapter Sponsor (Optional)

A D V E RT I S E
in the
AAHS NEWSLETTER
PAGE SIZE

SINGLE ISSUE

Full Page
Half Page

$440.
$220.
7-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
3-1/2" x 9-1/2" MAX.
$110.
3-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
$ 55.

Quarter Page
Eighth Page

FOUR ISSUES
$1500.
$ 760.

$ 380.
$190.

The AAHS office is open on Wednesday (p.m. only).
Voice: 1-714-549-4818 (Wednesday p.m. only, Pacific
Coast time)
Email: editor@aahs-online.org
Member No.

Enclosed is my check/money order for $____________ (U.S. Funds)

Make check or money order payable to AAHS in U.S. Dollars

Charge to

INTERESTS

CITY

STREET

STATE/COUNTRY

 $78
 $91
 $117

2 Years
1 Year

 $39.50
 $46
 $59
United States
Canada & Mexico
Other Countries

 RENEWAL

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
14

Please enroll me as a member of the AAHS. Enclosed is my check (money
order or bank draft) for dues as checked below. I understand that I will receive
all issues of the Journal published to date during this calendar year (regardless
of the date of joining), plus those issues of the Newsletter published after the
date of joining. I also understand that renewal is due at the end of the calendar
year in which membership will expire.
(Valid through 2007)

NAME

MasterCard Bank #

Only $9.00, postage and sales tax included.
$8.00 each for orders of 10 or more.

Note: Ads not “Camera Ready” will not be accepted.
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A History of the Raceplanes from 1928 - 1939
-

1071 Pages
158 Scale Drawings
Over 1200 Photos
Color Photos
Color Artwork
Hardbound
Two Volumes, Jacketed

Price: $75 + $10 Inland Shipping
Mail Check to:
Robert Hirsch
8439 Dale Street
Buena Park, CA 90620
or Search Ebay on Book Title

MOVING???
Make sure you send the AAHS office a
change of address so you will not miss any
issues of your Journals or Newsletters.
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AAHS 2008 Calendar
It’s not too late to still get one!
Place your order today to reserve your copy of the AAHS 2008
Calendar.
These 13 month (Jan-Jan)
calendars
feature 14 of the best-of-the-best color images from the
AAHS Calendar Photo Contest. Order NOW to assure you
get yours. Calendar availability will be limited, so get your
order in ASAP!

$14.95 plus $2.50 S&H for U.S. orders
$14.95 plus $5.00 S&H for all others
Send Check, Money Order or Visa/MasterCard information directly to the AAHS Headquarters, or order online at the AAHS Web site
by clicking the calendar button on the home page.
Pre-ordered calendars will be printed in late October and shipped in November. Please allow two weeks for delivery before inquiring about your order.

If your mailing label below shows a 2007 date on it,
This is the last AAHS publication you will receive!

SEND IN YOUR RENEWAL IMMEDIATELY
TO AVOID DELAYS IN RECEIVING YOUR
2008 ISSUES OF THE AAHS JOURNAL AND
AAHS NEWSLETTERS
⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓⇓
AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846 (714) 549-4818

Non Profit Org.

US POSTAGE
PAID

Permit No. 130
Whittier, CA

