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Reno National Championship Air Races 2005
By Albert Hansen (all photos by author)
The Stead Valley came alive as the
fastest motor sport in the world returned
for the 2005 edition of the Reno National
Championship Air Races. From
September 14-18 air race fans enjoyed
almost perfect weather during the event.
This was the 42nd year that Air Races
have been held in the Reno area and the
40th year at Stead.
Six classes of aircraft raced around
the pylons with the sound and excitement that bring air race fans back to
Stead year after year. The classes included Biplane, Formula One, Sport, T6, Jet,
and Unlimited.
Between races, the fans were entertained by the U.S. Air Force John Penney climbs out of Rare Bear after winning the 2005 Reno National
Thunderbirds and the Canadian Forces
Snowbirds. Bob Odegaard did an aero- Championship Unlimited Class Gold Race on Sunday, September 18, 2005.
batic routine in his beautiful Goodyear
Static displays of USAF, U.S. Navy and civil aircraft gave
F2G Corsair. Kent Pietch, Mike Goulian and David Martin all
the spectators an opportunity for a close-up look. The 2006
added to the entertainment with their flight demonstrations.
An F/A-18, two F8Fs and a FJ-4 flew in a unique U.S. National Aviation Heritage Invitational competition for vintage
Navy Heritage formation each day of the races. The USAF flew aircraft restoration brought many antique and classic aircraft to
an A-10 and a P-51 in formation each day also.
Stead. This event is sponsored by The Reno Air Racing
Association, the Smithsonian Air and
Space Museum and the National Aviation
Hall of Fame. This year’s winner of the
Rolls-Royce Aviation Heritage Trophy was
a 1948 Luscombe Sedan 11A owned by
Kent and Sandy Blankenship. Other trophy
winners at the show included a 1930
Stearman C3R, a 1955 North American F100D SuperSaber, a 1948 Cessna 195, and
a 1953 Douglas AD-5 (A-1E) Skyraider.
These antique and classic planes restored
to pristine condition were enjoyed by
many of the air race fans.
Reno 2005 was a very good year, no
serious accidents, great weather and many
happy memories. Let’s hope that Reno
2006 is the same.
John Penney and Rare Bear’s owner Lyle Shelton hold the Championship Trophy celebrating the win.

Gold Race Class Winners
Class

Pilot

Race
Number

Aircraft
Name

Aircraft
Type

Race
Speed

Biplane

Andrew Buehler

62

Phantom

Mong Special

230.4 mph

Formula One

Gary Hubler

95

Mariah

Cassutt IIIM

252.3 mph

T-6

Mary Dilda

22

Two of Hearts

SNJ-6

237.2 mph

Sport

Darryl Greenamyer

33

Lancair Legacy

364.9 mph

Jet

John Penney

2

Pip Squeak

L-39 Albatross

454.2 mph

Unlimited

John Penney

77

Rare Bear

Grumman F8F

466.3 mph

Darryl Greenamyer won the Sport
Gold Race again in 2005 in his
Lancair Legacy. His winning speed
was 364.9 mph.

Mary Dilda of Memphis, Tenn., won
the T-6 Gold Race in her SNJ-6 “Two
of Hearts” with a speed of 237.2
mph.

John Parker was second in the Sport
Gold Race in his “Blue Thunder,”
Thunder Mustang No. 351 with a
speed of 356.7 mph.
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Nemesis NXT, N42XT, Relentless flown by Kevin Eldredge did well in the ship’s first Sport Gold Race competition finishing third
at 343.1 mph. The racer is the creation of Jon Sharp of Nemesis Formula One fame. Note that these speeds are in the lower
third of the Unlimited Class - Impressive for a maximum 650 cid reciprocating engine limit!

Unlimited Gold Race Results
Sunday, September 18, 2005, 8 Laps, 67.289 miles
Race Number

Pilot

Aircraft Type

Aircraft Name

Race Speed
(mph)

Rare Bear

466.3

77

John Penney

Grumman F8F

8

Brian Sanders

Hawker Sea Fury

Dreadnought

448.8

105

Stewart Dawson

Hawker Sea Fury

Spirit of Texas

430.4

99

Robert Gibson

Hawker Sea Fury

Riff Raff

423.6

13

Nelson Ezell

Hawker Fury

Fury

414.1

117

Bill Rheinschild

Hawker Sea Fury

Bad Attitude

403.5

911

Dan Vance

Hawker Sea Fury

September Pops

400.1

103

Fred Cabanas

Hawker Sea Fury

Conch Fury

397.9

20

Dan Martin

North American P-51D

Ridge Runner

DNF Lap 3

Sport Class Gold Race Results
Sunday, September 18, 2005, 6 Laps, 49.689 miles
Race Number

Pilot

Aircraft Type

33

Darryl Greenamyer

Lancair Legacy

351

John Parker

Thunder Mustang

42

Kevin Eldredge

NXT

44

Lynn Farnsworth

Lancair Legacy

5

Lee Behel

Lancair Legacy

19

Craig Sherman

Glassair IV

28

Pete Zaccagnino

Lancair IV

3X

Jon Sharp

NXT

Aircraft Name

Race Speed
(mph)
364.9

Blue Thunder

356.7

Relentless

343.1

Miss Karen II

340.4
310.6

Nut’n Serious

296.7
296.1

Nemesis

DNF Lap 6

Note: Racers Number 19 and 28 speeds computed based on 5 laps completed.
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Folded Wings
George F. Britt – February 12, 2004, age 90 – A Marine
Corps officer who commanded fighter squadrons during
World War II. Britt joined the Marine Corps after graduating
from Georgia Tech University and received his wings in
1939. He served as executive officer of Marine Attack
Squadron 211 in the Pacific from March to July of 1942, and
as commanding officer of Marine Attack Squadron 214,
known as the “Swashbucklers,” a unit that would later
become known as the “Black Sheep” under the command of
Col. Gregory Boyington. Col. Britt flew 50 combat missions
in World War II and participated in the battles of the Solomon
Islands and Guadalcanal. He was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross, seven Air Medals and a Presidential Unit
Citation. He retired from the Marines Corps in 1967 after 31
years of service.
Roger Freeman – October 7, 2005, age 77. The East Anglia
farmer whose boyhood obsession with aircraft developed into
a historical interest in the airmen and operations of the Eighth
Air Force. One of his most notable works among the numerous books, articles and documentaries he wrote and contributed to was The Mighty Eighth, part of a trilogy that have
become standard works on the Eighth Air Force. So respected was he on this subject that he became the approved historian of the 20,000-strong Eighth Air Force’s veterans’ association, and is honored by the Mighty Eighth Air Force
Museum in Savannah, Ga., that has named its library complex “The Roger Freeman Mighty Eighth Air Force Research
Center.”
Chalmers H. “Slick” Goodlin – October 20, 2005, age 82.
Left home at 16 to join the RCAF because the U.S. military
required a high school diploma and college education to
become a pilot. At the start of World War II, Mr. Goodlin was
flying with the RCAF and earned his wings and a commission as a pilot officer before he turned 19. By 1942, he joined
the Royal Air Force in England and flew Spitfires. He was
solicited by the U.S. Navy in December 1942 and began test
flying F4F Wildcats, F6F Hellcats, TBF Avengers and F4U
Corsairs. He became a test pilot for Bell Aircraft Corp. in
January 1944 and flew the X-1, which would eventually
break the sound barrier in October 1947 with U.S. Air Force
Capt. Chuck Yeager at the controls. Goodlin also joined a
group of pilots who flew Spitfires in 40 missions in defense
of Israel and helped form the Israeli Air Force. During his
life, he also received numerous honors. His most recent
accomplishment was a nomination in the Florida Aviation
Hall of Fame.
Robert Hanson – October 1, 2005, age 85. The last surviving crew member of the famed Memphis Belle B-17 bomber
that flew combat missions over Europe during World War II.
Mr. Hanson was the radio operator and was assigned to the
original crew of the Memphis Belle in 1941. He accompanied
the aircraft to England in September 1942 and flew its first
combat mission in November. During its combat tour, the B17 flew 148 hours and dropped more than 60 tons of bombs.
The plane sustained hits by flak, cannon shells and machine
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gun bullets during its missions and four crewmembers died
during combat. After the war, Mr. Hanson became a successful businessman in Wala Wala, Wash.
Alexander Kossiakoff – August 6, 2005, age 91 – A chemist
and missile scientist who helped develop radar-guided missiles for U.S. Navy ships and later supervised the building of
satellites and radar systems for the Defense Department. He
joined the Applied Physics Laboratory (APL) at John
Hopkins University in 1946 after graduating from California
Institute of Technology and receiving his doctorate from
Johns Hopkins in 1938. He eventually became assistant
director and director (1969-1980) of the APL and continued
working there as chief scientist until shortly before his death.
Among his accomplishments are the development of the first
supersonic radar-guided missile (the Terrier of the 1950s),
test and evaluation of the Polaris and Trident ballistic missiles, and the Aegis surface missile system.
Col. Joseph Rogers (USAF retired) – August 6, 2005, age
81 – Raised in Chillicothe, Ohio, he joined the Army Air
Corp at 17 and became an instructor pilot during World War
II. He was a top fighter pilot in the Korean and Vietnam conflicts completing 270 combat missions, and served as a vice
commander of a fighter wing in Vietnam. Best remembered
for the single-engine world speed record he set in 1959 when
he flew an F-106 Delta Dart to the speed of 1,525 mph, a
record that still stands. His achievements also earned him a
place at the mile-long Aerospace Walk of Honor near
Edwards Air Force Base, Calif.
Capt. Roy M. “Butch” Voris (USN, retired) – August 9,
2005, age 85 – Capt. Voris was a World War II ace with eight
victories and the first flight leader of the Navy’s Blue Angels.
Picked by Adm. Chester W. Nimitz in 1946 to form the flight
team, Capt. Voris secretly recruited fellow Navy pilots and
flying F6F Hellcats put on their first aerial demonstration in
June 1946 in Jacksonville, Fla. They continued to put on
shows until the start of the Korean War in 1950.
Recommissioned in October 1951, Capt. Voris assembled a
new display team. During his career he received three
Distinguished Flying Crosses, a Purple Heart, eleven Air
Medals and three Presidential Unit Citations. After retiring
from the Navy in 1963, he joined Grumman Corp., where he
was involved in the development of the F-14 Tomcat and the
lunar explorer module. He joined NASA in 1973 and served
as the agency’s spokesman during the Apollo moon missions.
George C. Watkins, Capt. U.S. Navy (retired) – September
18, 2005, age 84. Graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy class
of 1944, which was graduated a year early, in 1943, in order
to go to war. He served in the Navy for 30 years participating in three wars, World War II, the Korean Conflict and the
Vietnam War as a fighter pilot. He was awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross and the Meritorious Service
Medal. In later years he pursued flight through gliders, owning and operating Crystal Soaring in the high desert. He competed in Unlimited Class of aerobatic contests until 2003.
Capt. Watkins was a Fellow in the Society of Experimental
Test Pilots, a member of the International Aerobatic Club,
Soaring Society of America, and the Lompoc Valley Pilot
Association.
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What’s in an N-Number Update
In the last AAHS Newsletter (152), the article on the origins
of the “N” in the U.S. aircraft registration mark presented several possible scenarios on why the U.S. delegation picked the
letter “N.” While interesting stories, none really could be substantiated to any degree and we appealed to you, our members,
for any additional ones that you may have heard. Member
Matthew Rodina, Jr. of St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands, has
pointed us in the most likely direction of the real origins of why
“N” was chosen.
The International Telecommunications Union (ITU, formed
in the late 1800s to provide international standards in telecommunications and still going strong today) held its first
International Wireless Telegraph Convention in Berlin in 1906.
Here the first Service Regulations were established for governing international radiotelegraphic communications. It was at
this conference that S-O-S was adopted as the international
radio distress call. By 1912, the proliferation of wireless radio
stations, both land and ship based, had created chaos in the airways as each base (or country) were creating their own callsigns for identification leading to the potential for call-sign
duplication.
In 1912 at the London International
Radiotelegraphic Conference, the Service Regulations were
expanded to include a protocol for international radio callsigns. In short, the following identifiers where assigned to various countries:
G – Great Britain
D – Germany
F – France
I – Italy
J – Japan
N, KDA-KZZ, Wxx – United States
The reason “N” was assigned to the U.S. was in recognition
of the industry leading development and deployment of wireless communications by the U.S. Navy that had adopted “N” as
the prefix to its station call-sign identifiers in 1909.
Obviously, at this point in history (1912) aircraft were barely capable of carrying a pilot and passenger, much less a bulky
wireless set. By 1919, when the CINA met, both aviation and
wireless technology had made great advances – in part due to
development associated with WWI. Aircraft were now capable
of carrying wireless communication gear and the practice of
including such gear was increasing. As there was already an
international protocol for identifying wireless stations, the
CINA simply adopted a subset of the ITU call-sign identifiers
for consistency. Support of this can be seen in the CINA specifications that state aircraft are to use their registration number
in wireless communications with base stations. By combining
the ITU standards into the registration marks, they were simply
assuring clarity in wireless communication on an international
basis.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Federal Communication
Commission didn’t get with the program. They continued to
require separate radio licenses in planes so equipped. During
the 1920s and 1930s, they even issued separate call-sign identifiers to these stations beginning with the letter K. It was not

until the late 1940s that the practice of assigning call-signs was
discontinued, though they still required a license for both the
station and the operator.
So, we can thank indirectly the U.S. Navy for the “N” in the
U.S. aircraft registration, as some had postulated, but it wasn’t
because of the transatlantic crossing of the Navy-Curtiss flying
boats.

AAHS Newsletters in Color –
On the Web
For years the AAHS Newsletter has been published in standard black and white (B&W). This is done primarily as a cost
saving measure – it’s cheaper to print one color (black) than
four colors (necessary for color printing) by roughly a factor of
four. I’m sure you know that many of the wonderful pictures
published in the AAHS Newsletter are actually color images
converted to B&W.
Enter the electronic age. With the advent of modern computer technology, it is now possible to electronically post on the
Internet the same documents we send to the printers – and it
doesn’t cost anything extra. This also allows us greater flexibility in providing expanded coverage to our members that are
Web connected.
Starting with AAHS Newsletter 152, Web connected members can now enjoy their newsletter with color images by going
to the Newsletter section of the Members Only area of the
AAHS Web site. You will need the Username and Password to
access this area that can be found on this page. We will publish a downloadable (PDF) version of each AAHS Newsletter in
this area that will contain color images where they are available. Furthermore, beginning with this AAHS Newsletter 153,
active hyperlinks will be included in the electronic version that
will allow readers to quickly navigate to referenced or related
Web sites simply by clicking on the link. If you want a color
print version of the AAHS Newsletter for your files and have a
color printer, simply print the document. Or, you can archive it
on your own computer or CD.
The AAHS will continue to publish the standard, print version of the AAHS Newsletter so no member will miss out on the
content or information provided by this communication.

AAHS-ONLINE.org Web Site
Access to the Members Area of the
AAHS Web site requires a username and
password to access. They are:
Username: AAHS
(use capital letters only)

Password: 23330TIS
(no spaces, all capital letters and Alpha “O” not Zero)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I’m back from my 36th odyssey to Reno, Nevada, to
attend the National Championship Air Races. All went
well except for the usual broken engines, which caused
Race #7, Strega, to miss the activity. I think that five days
of racing is a little much for the average race attendant as
was noticeable by the low attendance on the first day. It
may be that I just do not appreciate the fact that this
reduced the number of photo shoot days and limited the
number of shots I could take.
One noticeable thing about the races was the scarcity
of modified P-51 racing aircraft this year. Can’t blame
the owners since there are fewer and fewer of them in
public any more and even the loss of one of them is now
even more unacceptable. Another interesting note, at
least to me, was that the winner of the Unlimited
Championship Race was an American built airplane with
an American engine, Race #77 Rare Bear (F8F-2 Bearcat
powered with a Wright R-3350 engine). Most of the others in the Unlimited class were British airplanes with
American engines (Hawker Sea Fury with a Wright R3350 engine) or American aircraft with a British designed
engine (P-51 Mustang with a Rolls-Royce engine).
Now, down to business.
Journal Articles
You will be seeing variations of this note from now
on, or at least until we feel there are enough articles available to fill your Journal for the foreseeable future. Our
backlog is low enough that we are concerned that there
may not be enough to fill the Summer issue. Since your
Journal carries no advertising and we do not buy articles,
every one comes from a member. And, as you know, we
have many super writers in our membership, but even
they must run out of experiences to write about sooner or
later.
Try writing about some of the interesting activities in
which you were involved during your life.. You might be
pleasantly surprised to find that you have an undiscovered writing talent. The world needs to hear from you!
Headquarters Activity
As you have been told many times, we are losing
members slowly but steadily which means that less
money comes in each year for memberships. We are also
aware that a substantial number of our members have
donated funds to help keep our heads above water. We
figure that with no changes we should be financially stable for the next ten years at least. But, your Financial
Director, Walt Bohl, and I are dedicated to maintaining
the functions of the AAHS for at least the rest of our lives.
There are ways you can help.
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We still need your help in some of the little everyday
things:
1. Renewing your membership prior to the end of the
year saves the cost of the extra mailing later to
remind those who failed to renew. As an example,
the U.S. Pony Express, err, U.S. Postal Service,
advises that costs of postage will increase next year.
Anybody surprised?
2. When renewing, if possible, please pay by check or
money order. The plastic card companies (Visa and
Mastercard) charge us for each transaction. That
adds up to money after awhile.
By the time you read this, we will have eliminated
one half of our rental costs by moving everything out of
our adjacent unit into just one unit. Things are crowded
but we will adapt. Some room was created by donating
some of our materials which were designated excess to
our needs or duplicates of existing books to museums and
other aviation libraries with the agreement that they are
available to us for use when we may need them.
Newsletter
Hayden Hamilton, our new Managing Editor, has
cracked the whip on all of us, yours truly included, to
speed up our process of furnishing data to him for the
Newsletter. He has done a masterful job of working to
get the actual mailing schedule of both the Newsletter and
the Journal back to the schedule. Everything should be
in place early next year.
Journal Back Issues
APT Collectibles have agreed to take over the stocking and handling the mailing of back issues of our
Journal. See the back page of this Newsletter for details.
Web Site
I’m still receiving requests for directions as to how to
access the Web site. In this Newsletter is a block titled
AAHS-ONLINE.ORG Web site (see page 5). See it for
access procedures.
Wants and Disposals
This column is available for members. It’s yours,
feel free to use it. And, for those of you with Internet
access, don’t forget that the Members Only section of the
AAHS Web site provides an on-line version of these
columns.
We thank everyone for your patience and support.
The invitation is always open to those who are in town, to
drop by headquarters on any Wednesday. We would like
to meet you.
Bruce Cunningham, President
AAHS Newsletter No. 153, Fourth Quarter 2005

To order one of these books, simply click on the book icon.

Book Reviews
Aviation’s Great Recruiter, Cleveland’s Ed
Packard, by H.L. (Herm) Schreiner.
Kent State University Press, 307 Lowry
Hall, Kent, Ohio 44242. (419-281-1802),
$39.95, paper back, 352 pages, 10.4” x
8.5,” ISBN: 0873388216.
Ed Packard was truly the “father of
Scale Flying Modeling” and as a result of
his most authentic and detailed plans and
kits, he influenced millions of young men
and women to seek a career in civil or military aviation or related industries. His Playboy gas-powered design continues to
compete in the SAM contests, often placing and winning with
its optional pylon or cabin configurations. Ed Packard sold his
first model airplane in Cleveland in 1919 at the age of thirteen.
Lindbergh’s transatlantic flight helped jump-start his business,
Cleveland Model and Supply Company, which offered an
extensive line of all balsa wood model airplanes. The company grew to employ nearly 100 people and offer an extensive
line of models.

AAHS NEWSLETTER
American Aviation Historical Society
President:
Bruce Cunningham
Vice President & Chief Publication Officer:
Albert Hansen

Included in this 352 page, handsomely illustrated aviation
history are 20 color and 180 black and white photos and plans
that originally accompanied the model kits and a never-beforepublished illustrated plans index. Rare color photos of the
Cleveland National Air Race aircraft and their daredevil pilots
will be of interest to modelers and aviation historians alike.
The book would be an excellent addition to any aviation enthusiast’s library.
(Editor’s note: The author is a longtime AAHS member and is
a former director of the organization.)
Hayden Hamilton

CONVAIR TWINS, Volume 12 in the Airliner Tech Series,
by Nicholas Veronico and William T.
Larkins. Specialty Press, 39966 Grand
Ave., North Branch, MN 55056 (1-800895-4585)
www.specialtypress.com
$16.95 plus $4.95 shipping and handling.
Softbound, 104 pages, 8.5” x 11,” more
than 200 b/w photos plus 8 pages of color
photos.
This book covers the piston powered
Convair CV-240/340/440, USAF T-29/C131, USN R4Y-l/R4Y-2 and the turbo-prop powered Convair
CV-540/580/600/640/5800. Covered are the many challenges
Convair faced and the technologies employed to advance the
pressurized cabin twin-engine DC-3 replacement. Also covered
are military models, domestic and foreign airline operators and
models flown, second airline owners and significant dates in
the Convair-Liner’s history. The book also includes numerous
drawings detailing the engine, cockpit, galley and cabin layouts. An excellent reference book worthy of occupying the
shelf of any aviation researcher.
Walt Bohl

Managing & Newsletter Editor:
Hayden Hamilton
The AAHS Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the
American Aviation Historical Society and is a supplement
publication to the AAHS Journal. The Newsletter, which
is published mid-span to the AAHS Journal schedule, is
principally a communication vehicle for the membership.
Publication/Business Office: 2333 Otis Street,
Santa Ana, CA 92704-3864, USA

Phone: (714) 549-4818 (Wednesday only)
Web site: http://www.aahs-online.org
Email: aahs2333@earthlink.net

MOVING???
Make sure you send the AAHS office a
change of address so you will not miss any
issues of your Journals or Newsletters.

MiG Killers of Yankee Station, by Michael O’Connor.
Friendship, WI: New Past Press Inc.,
2004. 272 pp. Illustrations, Notes,
Bibliography, Appendix, Index, Glossary.
$50.00.
If you have any interest in the following words: Vietnam, air, war, Navy, aerial,
combat, F-4, F-8, A-1, Phantom,
Crusader, SPAD, Skyraider, MiG, aircraft,
carrier and hero; you need to buy this
book. You will not be disappointed.
O’Connor not only does the nitty-gritty, down-in-theweeds, up through the rolling scissors, mano-a-mano; he sets
the stage and turns out the lights. The dynamics of the air
war—outside of the combat—are all there. The politics, the infighting, the testing of enemy aircraft to discern the best way to
combat them, the “whys” as in “why didn’t the
Sidewinder/Sparrow/guns work?” are laid out in chronological
order along with the meat of the book - The MiG killers.
O’Connor is not afraid to reveal his limitations. The reader knows when he is not certain of something. One gets the
sense that they are getting all the information the author has, so
can legitimately come to a personal, equally valid conclusion.
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To order one of these books, simply click on the book icon.
This book succeeds in doing what the title promises. It
covers the Navy’s air war against the MiG aircraft of the North
Vietnamese forces (with a couple of Chinese excursions thrown
in) for a complete Yankee Station picture.
While in no way should this deter your consideration of the
book, it is not perfect. Editing issues crop up, especially in the
early chapters. While this book is extremely well illustrated—
the author opting to use poor quality images that fit the story
rather than none, i.e., we get to see as best we can the faces of
the people he writes about. I applaud this. This is not a pretty
coffee- table book. This is a work of information. I want to see
these guys and if a mediocre image is the best available, so be
it. Show it to me.
There is a caveat here in that the majority of the images are
of too high contrast and high key for the quality of the paper,
which is excellent. (That means they have less detail and are
too bright.) More could have been gotten from the photographs.
One further issue that keeps this from being a defining
book on this portion of the Vietnam air war is the notes section.
Many, too many, areas that call for citations are missed.
Obviously the author had significant contact with a number of
the principals. Those conversations, letters, and emails should
be noted.
I do not know of a more complete and thorough documentation of this portion of the Navy’s air war.
Jim Caiella

North American A-5A-RA-5C VIGILANTE, Naval
Fighters Series Number Sixty-Four, by
Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Circle, Simi
Valley, CA 93063. ISBN 0-942612-64-7,
169 pages. Price $19.95 (20% off list price
to AAHS members)
This book covers more of the life of
the Vigilante from inception to squadron
usage than the average aviation enthusiast
can absorb at one reading. The book is
laid out to best describe the airplane, its
structure, mechanical systems, electrical systems and avionics
systems complete with excellent photographs of almost every
detail of the airplane with additional three-views, sketches and
drawings where photographs did not suffice.
The first 79 pages are dedicated to the development of the
basic concept of a low-altitude weapons delivery aircraft which
was to be a single-seat, twin-engined nuclear attack bomber
with a linear bomb bay capable of high sub-sonic speeds and
which would use the LABS bombing system. It was to replace
the AJ-1/2 Savage and the A3D Skywarrior series of bombers.
Due to a BuAer request that the Vigilante be developed
into a high altitude, Mach 2 penetration bomber with nuclear
capability, it became a two-place supersonic bomber capable of
Mach 2+ and of reaching 90,000+ feet altitude. Written
descriptions of the systems combined with the graphics and
photographs make this publication a well worth addition to the
library of military aircraft historians.
Photographs and descriptions of activities in the squadrons
which flew the Vigilante fill the last half of the book, with the
8

last several pages of giving names of plastic model kit producers and descriptions of the quality of the kits.
Bruce Cunningham

Boeing XF8B-1 Five-In-One Fighter, Naval Fighters
Series Number Sixty-Five, by Rick
Koehnen, Published by Steve Ginter,1754
Warfield Circle, Simi Valley, CA 93063.
ISBN 0-942612-65-5, $15.95 (20% off list
price to AAHS members)
In producing this book, the author
covers all the basics one needs to understand the whys and wherefores of an airplane of which only three were built and
why a book should be written to present
this information to the aviation public.
Well written and documented, the book covers the initial
concept as presented by the Pentagon to Boeing and the following development history of the airplane. As noted in the
author’s note, the airplane was to be a concept demonstrator
aircraft with potential contracts to follow if there developed a
“slot” in the military arsenal for the finished product.
Many sketches, drawings and excellent photographs
abound to help describe the initial development and growth of
the aircraft as it moved from the design table to flight.
Interestingly, the Czech Company Valom released two
1:72 scale plastic model kits of the XF8B-1, as noted in the
back of the book.
This book should be acquired by those interested in the
history of this aircraft.
Bruce Cunningham

Grumman F9F-6P/8P Photo Cougar, Naval Fighters
Series Number Sixty-Seven, by Steve
Ginter, 1754 Warfield Circle, Simi Valley,
CA 93063. ISBN 0-942612-67-1, $19.95
(20% off list price to AAHS members)
This Ginter Publication being the second in a series, eliminate the build up to
the production of the Cougar and deals
with the modifications and new developments which create the photo version of
the Cougar.
Basically only the departures from the basic Cougar are
dealt with in detail and the drawings, sketches and photographs
deal with those changes. The quality of the photographs and
drawings serves to highlight the written descriptions of the systems and their functions.
Sections on Cougar usage covers both Marine and Navy
Squadrons. For the plastic model kit builders, the back page
gives info on kit producers and the quality of the kit models.
Bruce Cunningham
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Grumman F9F-8T/TF-9J Two-Seat Cougar, Naval
Fighters Series Number Sixty-Eight, by Steve Ginter, 1754
Warfield Circle, Simi Valley, CA 93063.
ISBN 0-942612-68-X, $19.95 (20% off
list price to AAHS members)
This book on the two-seat Cougars
is a follow-on to the Grumman F9F-6/7/8
COUGAR written by “Corky” Meyer and
bypasses the design, development and
testing of the original Cougar and covers
the next phase of the development of the
airplane.
The original fuselage was extended
34 inches, the forward fuel tank was reduced in size and other
variations were incorporated to permit the addition of a second
seat for the student pilot. Descriptions of the differences are
given as are photographs and drawings showing the different
configuration of the trainer version.
Drawings, sketches and photographs abound, leaving little
to the imagination as to the final configuration of the airplane.
Squadron usage of the new Cougars is explained in short passages with many excellent photographs to add to the presentation.
All in all, this book should become an addition to the
Ginter Grumman books for the collector of Grumman data.
Bruce Cunningham

Letters to the Editor
What’s in an N-number? (Newsletter 152)
Several of our members have pointed out a significant gaff
by the Newsletter Editor. In this article, he makes the statement, “There are no states beginning with the letter U which
would seem to have been a more logical choice based on this
rationale.” As these readers point out, the great state of Utah
would clearly appear to have a U as its first letter. When
queried on this the Newsletter editor was heard mumbling
something about in his home state of Texas where not much
emphasis is placed on letters of the alphabet after the letter T.
He apologizes to all for his blunderings and sincerely wishes all
the best to those who have the good fortune to live in Utah –
home of some of the most scenic areas and National Parks to
be found in the United States.

A Chinese Reunion (Newsletter 152)
Member Tony Morse from England adds a significant correction on this story. He points out that the article states “the
defection of a lad named Rust using this type aircraft on May
28, 1956, from East Germany. . . “ This is completely wrong
— first no western aircraft types were flying in East Germany,
secondly the date was MUCH later on May 28, 1987, thirdly
the guy was a West German, 19-year- old Matthias Rust. He
flew from Hamburg in West Germany to Helsinki in Finland
and then directly from there to Moscow for his famous landing
in Red Square. This caused sackings in the Soviet air-defense
system. He eventually returned home — he wasn’t defecting —
and would hardly defect from East Germany, a communist
satellite of Moscow, to Russia itself.
We also need to make a correction relative to the author of
the article. The Editor goofed and should have attributed the
article to long time member Richard A. Morley. Sorry Richard.

IT IS THAT TIME
OF YEAR!
Time to renew your membership
in the AAHS for the coming year.
It’s also the time of year that we
start thinking about what to give
those special friends and family
members for Christmas.
This year, why not consider giving
an annual membership to those you
know that have a similar interest in
aviation history? What better gift
than one they can enjoy the whole
year through? And, it’s probably a
gift that would be a lot more appreciated than that box of chocolates that
you have been giving them in the
past, and not that much more expensive either.
We have even made it easy
for you!
Just complete the application form
on the next page. Send it in with
your check. Be sure to mark the
application as a GIFT and make
sure to include your name. We’ll
send a Christmas card announcement to the individual on your behalf
a couple of weeks before Christmas.
What could be easier?
And, don’t forget to send your
membership renewal in as well!
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Exp. Date
MasterCard Bank #

John Amendola
Charles P. Minton
Stephen F. Sewell
E.J. Wictor
In memory of Byron Calomiris
John L. Dzurica

 VISA  MasterCard

Our appreciation and thanks go out to these individuals and to
any one else whom we may have inadvertently overlooked.

Signature

Account #

Chapter News
We encourage members to consider participating in a
AAHS chapter if there is one near you or to think about beginning a chapter if there is not. The contact people listed below
are willing to share information and their experience with new
group organizers. Chapter Presidents have provided the following information as of April 2005:
Chapter Coordinator, Bob Parmerter, 32 Division St, Box
231, Schenevus, NY 12155, (607) 638-9343, E-mail:
beech18@dmcom.net
Have chapter activities that you want to share with other
AAHS members? Please send information to the AAHS
Newsletter editor at AAHS HQ or via email to:
webmaster@aahs-online.org.

Date Rec’d.

PAGE SIZE

SINGLE ISSUE

Full Page
Half Page

$440.
$220.
7-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
3-1/2" x 9-1/2" MAX.
$110.
3-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
$ 55.

Quarter Page
Eighth Page

FOUR ISSUES
$1500.
$ 760.

$ 380.
$190.

The AAHS office is open on Wednesday (p.m. only).
Voice: 1-714-549-4818 (Wednesday p.m. only Pacific
Coast time)
Email: editor@aahs-online.org
Member No.

AAHS Member/Chapter Sponsor (Optional)

A D V E RT I S E
in the
AAHS NEWSLETTER

Office Use

Enclosed is my check/money order for $____________ (U.S. Funds)

Make check or money order payable to AAHS in U.S. Dollars

Charge to

INTERESTS

STATE/COUNTRY

5 Years

 $180 ($36/yr)
 $205 ($41/yr)
 $265 ($53/yr)
 $75 ($37.50/yr)
 $85 ($42.50/yr)
 $109 ($54.50/yr)

2 Years
1 Year

 $39
 $44
 $57
United States
Canada & Mexico
Other Countries

CITY

STREET

NAME

Please enroll me as a member of the AAHS. Enclosed is my check (money
order or bank draft) for dues as checked below. I understand that I will receive
all issues of the Journal published to date during this calendar year (regardless
of the date of joining), plus those issues of the Newsletter published after the
date of joining. I also understand that renewal is due at the end of the calendar
year in which membership will expire.
(Valid through 2005)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The following members have made generous donations to the
AAHS. These donations go into the general fund to help pay
the costs of producing the Journal and Newsletter. All monies
are used to support this activity and no salaries are paid to any
board member even though many hours are spent by these
individuals in promoting and maintaining the Society.

ZIP

2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704

Donations

Note: Ads not “Camera Ready” will not be accepted.
AAHS Newsletter No. 153, Fourth Quarter 2005

New Members

Wants and Disposals

Pierre Jarrige
Member No. 19140
Saint Ferreol
Revel
France 31250
Interests: History of aviation in Algeria (1909-1962)
Damian Andrus
Member No. 19141
364 Country Road 1699
Alba, TX 75410-6506
Interests: WWII / Early Generation Guided Missiles
Earl Sugar
247 Cape Saint John Road
Annapolis, MD 21401-7211
Interests: Golden Age / WWII

Member No. 19142

Edward Crawford
5154 W. 140th Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250-6523

Member No. 19143

Samuel (Sam) K. Harmon
319 Rawl Road
Lexington, SC 29072-2353

Member No. 19144

Richard Weber
Member No. 19145
8305 Salisbury Drive
Parma, OH 44129-5300
Interests: Early Aviation / WWI / WWII / Golden Age
Dennis Pemberton
Member No. 19146
12945 Ridge Road
Largo, FL 33778-1817
Interests: WWII / Flying Boats / Jet Age / ‘50s Jets
Gerry Durnell
800 East 8th Street
New Albany, IN 47150-3264
Interests: Personalities / Early Aviation

Member No. 19147

Lynn Reigle
Member No. 19148
7595 State Road
Saginaw, MI 48609-9553
Interests: Commercial Aviation / Golden Age
David Tarrant
Member No. 19150
1174 Kensington
Gross Point Park, MI 48230-1405
Interests: Piston Engines specifically the B-17 / WWII
Howard German
Member No. 19151
14 Park Hill Terrace
Princeton Junction, NJ 08550-1917
Interests: Jet Age / WWII / Military Aviation Spanish Civil
War to Present
Chris Bergen
Member No. 19152
1248 Howard Street
Upland, CA 91786-2565
Interests: General Aviation / Military Aviation History
Sponsor: Jerri Bergen AAHS 10122
John Carr Farrelly
Member No. 19153
2405 5th Street
Everett, WA 98201-1106
Interests: Experimental / Research / Golden Age
Henry David Miller, IV
P.O. BOX 1173
South Chatham, MA 02659-1173
Interests: WWII / Jet Age / USAF

Member No. 19154

FOR SALE:
Selling 1,500 Books/Brochures, 1912 and Subs, including Janes,
Yearbooks, Putnams, Profiles, etc. 80-page inventory - $10, Five
page Category Index - $2. The material is in boxes in storage, so
do not send your check until I dig out the item and confirm that it
is ready to mail. Send interest to:
R.J. Clark
3110 Peninsula Road, Apt 620
Oxnard, CA 93035
FOR SALE:
Downsizing my aviation collection of books, publications, disposals, etc. For a list of the available items, please send a #10 selfaddressed stamped envelope to:
Richard L. Herman
2776 Brookmar Drive
York, PA 17404-9488
FOR SALE:
I’m trying to find a home for several old, good books. I’m old and
don’t want them to go into the trashcan. The list includes prices
inclusive of postage (book rate) and some of the items are quite
heavy. For a free list please send a send a self-addressed stamped
envelope to:
W. D. Lake
6072 Plumas Street, Apt A
Reno, NV 89509
FOR SALE:
History of the 5th Bombardment Group(H), the Bomber Barons of
the 13th Jungle Air Force, compiled by the 5th Group Historical
Officer and released for publication by the 13th Air Force
Public Relations Officer, 1946, First Edition, $38.75 postage
paid and insured.
Jackrabbits to Jets, History of NAS North Island, $25.00 postage
paid and insured.
The Art Chester Story, by Caler and Underwood, $15.00 postage
paid and insured.
Japanese Army Air Force Aces, 1937-1945, by Henry Sakaida,
$8.50 postage paid and insured.
If you are interested in any of these items, please contact:
C.D. Perrotti
915 Brookridge Lane
Ormond, FL 32174
Tel: 386-437-2386, Mobile: 386-341-1955

WWI AERO (1900-1919)
SKYWAYS (1920-1940)
- Historical research
- Workshop notes information on
paint/color
- Aeroplane engines, parts for sale
- Your Wants & Disposals
- Information on current projects
- New of museums and airshows
- Technical drawings and data
- Photographs
- Scale modeling material
- News of current publications

Sample Issue $4 + $3 shipping

Build One! A Real One!

FREE back issue for new subscribers; mention this ad.
Published by World War I Aeroplanes, Inc.
15 Crescent Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, USA (845) 473-3679
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Space Shuttle Discovery Departs from
Edwards Air Force Base, August 19, 2005
Photo Essay by Brian Lockett (www.Air-and-Space.com)
The Space Shuttle Discovery departed from Runway 22 at Edwards Air Force Base on 747 Carrier Aircraft N905NA at 8:31
a.m. PDT Friday, August 19, 2005, on its return to the Kennedy Space Center.
The piggyback stack landed at Altus Air Force Base, Oklahoma, at 1:31 p.m. CDT. It arrived at Barksdale Air Force Base at
5:46 p.m. The shuttle remained at Barksdale Air Force Base on Saturday and continued to the Kennedy Space Center on Sunday,
arriving at 10:00 a.m. EDT. As this is written, Discovery is scheduled to perform the next Space Shuttle mission in March 2006.
This article could almost be titled, Vintage Aircraft at Edwards. Of the aircraft pictured, Discovery is the youngest at 22 years
old.

Paralift Incorporated Douglas DC-3G202A, N20TW, took off shortly
before the 747 Shuttle Carrier
Aircraft lined up on Runway 22.

DC-3, N20TW, carries Douglas construction number 2236.
It is 65 years old. It was delivered to Eastern Airlines as
DC-3-201C, NC25648, in June 1940. It flew for North
Central Airlines from May 1967 until April 1978. It has
been registered to Paralift Incorporated since February
1988. It was at Edwards AFB providing students of the Air
Force Test Pilot School with proficiency training in unfamiliar airplane types.

Boeing KC-135R Stratotanker, 59-1470, of the 92nd Aerial Refueling Wing based at Fairchild Air Force Base, Washington, served as a pathfinder for Discovery. The pathfinder flies ahead of the 747-SCA to observe weather conditions, particularly turbulence and rain. For this mission, 591470 flew under the call sign NASA Three Eight One. It is 46 years old.
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McDonnell-Douglas F/A-18B-4MC Hornet, N852NA,
took off from mid-field and made a circuit in the pattern.
It flies under the call sign NASA Eight Five Two. It is the
third pre-production F/A-18B and is about 25 years old.
It was delivered to the U.S. Navy as TF-18A, BuNo
161217, as part of F/A-18 Lot 3. It joined NASA in 1985.
The NASA Dryden Flight Research Center also operates the first two F/A-18Bs as N845NA and N846NA.

NASA Eight Five Two carried a video camera operator
in the back seat to provide live television of the take-off
and ascent.

NASA Eight Five Two lined up parallel to Runway 22 as the 747-SCA started rolling at 8:31 a.m. PDT.

NASA Eight Five Two maintained formation with the 747-SCA and Discovery as they receded to the west. The 747-SCA and Discovery turned
right and made their way eastward, north of the base.
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Boeing 747 Shuttle Carrier Aircraft, N905NA, flies under the call sign NASA Nine Oh Five. It is 35 years old. It was originally American Airlines
747-123, N9668. Its Boeing construction number is 20107. It made its first flight on October 15, 1970, and was delivered to American Airlines
two weeks later. NASA acquired it on July 18, 1974.

Discovery’s official designation is OV-103. It is 22 years old. It first departed from Edwards Air Force Base on this 747 Carrier Aircraft on
November 9, 1983. It made its first orbital flight, STS-41D, on August 30, 1984. STS-114 was its thirty-first orbital mission.

The 747-SCA lifted off far down the runway and climbed slowly. It was just rising from the ground 12,000 feet along the runway. Discovery was
particularly heavy, with much of the material that it had unloaded from the International Space Station still stowed in its payload bay.
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Research Grants for Aviation/Space Writers
Have a worthy research topic that you would like to
publish? Need a little financial help to finish the primary
research? Then the National Air and Space Museum may
have a program to help you.
The National Air and Space Museum is offering a grant
of $5,000 to be awarded in even-numbered years (2006,
2008, 2010, etc.) to support research toward publication on
aerospace topics. Funds may be used to support research
travel and expenses, or the publication of research.
Applicants for National Air and Space Museum or
Smithsonian Fellowships are encouraged to apply for the
Aviation/Space Writers Award, but recipients of the award
need not be in residence at the National Air and Space
Museum.

The application cover sheet form can be downloaded from
the National Air and Space Museum Web site. Specifically,
type the following URL into your browser:
http://www.nasm.si.edu/getinvolved/fellow/writerap.pdf
For those of you not Web connected, simply drop the
Newsletter Editor a line at AAHS Headquarters and I will send
you a copy of the cover sheet. Be sure to include your name
and mailing address.
Don’t dally around on this, though!
Proposal submittals must be submitted by
not later than January 15, 2006.

Candidates should submit FOUR (4) collated copies of
their application, consisting of the following:
- An application cover sheet
- A maximum two-page, single-spaced proposal
stating the subject of their research and their
publication goals
- A one to two-page curriculum vitae
- A one-page detailed budget explaining how the
grant will be spent. The application cover sheet
can be obtained online in PDF format or by writing to Ms. Collette Williams
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AAHS Journal Back Issues
Looking for back issues of the AAHS Journal? You can now order
them on-line from APT Collectibles. Just point your browser to:

http://www.aptcollectibles.com/planes.htm
and select “American Aviation Historical Society Journals.”
Ordering is safe and secure through PayPal’s credit card processing
and your order will generally be shipped within a couple of days.
Aren’t Internet connected? Don’t trust on-line ordering? Then simply
drop a postcard to:

APT Collectibles
P.O. Box 788
Bonsall, CA 92003
requesting AAHS Journal Back Issue Ordering information and we’ll send you ordering forms, pricing and availability information. Or, you can fax your request to: (760) 758-8358

THE YANKEE FLYER
Produced by the Massachusetts Aviation Historical Society

Features 14 vintage photos and highlights
important dates and events each month focusing
exclusively on Massachusetts aviation heritage
MAKES A GREAT GIFT FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS,
BUSINESS ASSOCIATES & CUSTOMERS!

Only $9.00, postage and sales tax included.
$8.00 each for orders of 10 or more.
FREE calendar if you join MAHS today!
MEMBERSHIP IS JUST $25.00 /YEAR & INCLUDES
MONTHLY MEETING PLUS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS!
Send check or money order to:

M.A.H.S. P.O. Box 457 Wakefield, MA 01880-0957
AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846

(714) 549-4818

Non Profit Org.
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