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What’s in an N-Number
A recent query to the American Aviation Historical Society
asked the question, “What is the origin of the “N” in United
States civil aircraft registrations?” How did the U.S. end up
with N instead of US, or some other designation, as the prefix
on our civilian aircraft? After all, Sweden has SE, Great
Britain uses G, Germany has D (Deutschland), and France is
F. And while we are considering this question, where do the
C, L, R, X and S prefix designations (NC12345, NX123B,
NS123) as seen on some aircraft come from?
1919 Commission Internationale de Navigation
Aerienne
The origins of the N in the U.S. registration can be traced
back to the Commission Internationale de Navigation Aerienne
(CINA - the Convention for the Regulation of Air Navigation)
established as part of the Paris Peace Conference immediately
following World War I. A part of this conference was the adoption of the Convention for the Regulation of Air Navigation
that, in part, created the system of international aircraft identification still in use today. In these proceedings, the first letter(s) of the identification designating national origin are set as
in the examples described above. Each major participating
country was allowed a single identifying letter and to specify
their own designation letter. The U.S. delegation chose “N.”
The convention stated that:
“The nationality mark shall be represented by capital letters in Roman characters. The registration mark
shall be represented by a group of four capital letters;
each group shall contain at least one vowel, and for this
purpose the letter Y shall be considered a vowel. The
complete group of five letters shall be used as a call
sign for the particular aircraft in making or receiving
signals by wireless telegraphy or other methods of
communication, except when opening up communications by means of visual signals.”
The nationality and registration marks are assigned in
accordance with Table 1.
While the exact rationale for selecting the letter “N” has
not been preserved, there are a number of stories as to why N
was chosen. Some might be classified as “wives tales,” others
seem to have a grain of truth to them. Though none have been
substantiated, here are a few reasons that have been uncovered.
Why “N” Version 1
As early as 1914, states began to license airplanes based in
their states. This was partly motivated by the prospects of

increasing the state’s coffers through the associated licensing
fees with public justification being easy identification of aircraft being operated in a way that put life and property at risk.
States pursuing this aircraft licensing direction tended to follow their existing licensing practices for personal watercraft.
Maryland was the first state to enact aircraft licensing requirements sometime in late 1914. The first aircraft license issued
was MAR-1. Other states soon followed and generally used
some sort of shortened alpha character followed by numbers.
U.S. delegates attending the Paris Conference and working
on the Convention for the Regulation of Air Navigation were
aware of the individual state’s licensing efforts. In an attempt
to avoid confusion with the display of a required state identifiOriginal National Registration Assignments
1919 Convention for the Regulation of Air
Navigation
US
BRITISH EMPIRE
FRANCE
ITALY
JAPAN
GERMANY*

N
G
F
I
J
D

Bolivia
Cuba
Portugal
Rumania
Uruguay
Czechoslovakia
Guatemala
Liberia
Brazil
Poland
Belgium
Peru
China
Honduras
Serbia/Croatia/Slavonia
Haiti
Siam
Ecuador
Greece
Panama
Hedjaz
Nicaragua

C-Bxxx
C-Cxxx
C-Pxxx
C-Rxxx
C-Uxxx
L-Bxxx
L-Gxxx
L-Lxxx
P-Bxxx
P-Pxxx
O-Bxxx
O-Pxxx
X-Cxxx
X-Hxxx
X-Sxxx
H-Hxxx
H-Sxxx
E-Exxx
S-Gxxx
S-Pxxx
A-Hxxx
A-Nxxx

*unclear if this was assigned at this time.

cation number, this group appears to have requested the letter
N that it deemed would stand for the national number.
As to issue of avoiding confusion? A quick check of state
names shows that states with names beginning in N are among
the most prolific. If we assume that these states would use N
as part of their state registration identifier, then the selection of
N for a national identifier would only add to the confusion.
There are no states beginning with the letter U which would
seem to have been a more logical choice based on this rationale. Furthermore, this letter was not assigned at the 1919 conference, so was readily available.
Why “N” Version 2
The delegates, being very patriotic selected the letter N in
recognition of the thirteen original states that formed the U.S.
N was selected because it is the thirteenth letter in the alphabet.
Now one can just imagine a bunch of bureaucrats sitting
around a table – probably after having consumed copious
amounts of alcohol – coming up with this rationale. The only
problem is that the letter N is the fourteenth letter in the alphabet. So what letter was excluded? Or, did these individuals
just not have a firm grip on the alphabet. This version is probably best categorized as an interesting story but not the real
reason N was selected.
Why “N” Version 3
This version is based on current events of the time. The
four U.S. Navy Curtiss flying boats (designated NC-1 thru
NC-4) set out on May 14, 1919, to begin the first crossing of
the Atlantic by an aircraft. As we know, only NC-4 successfully completed this crossing, eventually arriving in Plymouth,
England, on May 27, 1919. This first flight (albeit not nonstop) preceded the nonstop flight by Alcock and Brown by
almost a month. This flight was still fresh on everyone’s mind
at the time the first international aviation congress convened
and our delegation selected N in commemoration of this first
flight.
This story sounds logical, particularly if none of the U.S.
delegates were Navy types and were unaware that the N designation for the NC-4 really stood for Navy. This story like the
others has not been substantiated.
Why “N” Version 4
The letter N was selected to stand for North America, with
C being assigned to Central America and S for South America.
The U.S. ended up exclusively with N because Canada was
part of the British Empire in 1919 and the registration convention for such colonies to use the British designation in combination with an assigned letter. Canada’s designation was GCxxx which was changed later. Along with this story goes the
postulation that the letters “US” or “USA” could not be selected because the U.S. was one of the five “super” powers designated to have only a single registration prefix. The letter U
was unacceptable for unknown reasons, even though it was not
assigned to any country during the 1919 convention.
The problem with this version is that it is rife with inconsistencies. As we can see in Table 1 the complete list of
assigned registration letters to all the 1919 participants, Brazil
was given P-Bxxx and Panama S-Pxxx, neither of which is
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consistent with this theory. In fact, a quick scan will show you
other inconsistencies as well. Furthermore, Great Britain was
quite content with the single letter G; so the U.S. could have
just as easily accepted U.
“N” Mark History
Interestingly enough, the U.S. Government would not get
around to ratifying the 1919 accord. It wasn’t until 1926 that
the issue of national aircraft registration had reached a point of
visibility that forced Congress to finally act in the form of the
Air Commerce Act of 1926. In the meantime, in 1921, the
National Aircraft Underwriters Association, a service organization for the insurance industry, attempted to establish a fiveletter licensing code. The code included the prefix letter N followed by four alpha characters (N-ABCD) in a manner similar
to that currently used by a number of countries including Great
Britain (G-ABCD). This system was purely voluntary and had
no governmental backing or support. Due to a lack of support
from either the government or by manufacturers, only 33
planes were registered by the end of 1922. The system had
been abandoned by 1925. While the exact number of aircraft
registered with this system probably never exceeded 50, there
are aircraft from this period that appeared with registrations in
this form.
In May 1926, the Federal Government finally got its act
together with its first attempt at organization via the Air
Commerce Act that became effective in January 1927. This
system essentially implemented the 1919 Paris Convention relative to national identification, but deviated in that the identifying marks would be numbers 0000 through 9999 rather than
four Roman letters. It further extended the system by including a classification letter to denote commercial (C), State (S),
or private (P). The letter C was used to designate approved
(airworthy) aircraft used in commerce and for airmail. The S
included all state and federal government owned and operated
aircraft. The P designation was created to sort out private air-

Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis displays an X registration number on the Ryan NYP (New York - Paris) indicating
that it was registered in the Experimental category in April
1927. As the aircraft was not a production design, the NX-211
registration would have been consistent with the regulations.
The problem is that the use of X for Experimental was not officially adopted until 1929! (Photo from the Don Hall collection)
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The First Licenses
Civil registrations using the Underwriters Laboratories all-letter system, 1921 to 1923
N-AABA - Colonial Air Transport (Fokker Universal)
N-AABB - Colonial Air Transport (Fokker Universal)
N-AABC - Colonial Air Transport (Curtiss Lark)
N-ABCA - John M Larsen, New York (Avro 504K)
N-ABCB - LMC Drilling Company, Wichita (Laird Swallow)
N-ABCC - Akers Airphoto Corporation, Chicago (Avro 504K)
N-ABCD - Ninimo Black Airport Corporation, Chicago (Laird
Swallow)
N-ABCE - John A Hambleton, Baltimore (Avro 504K)
N-ABCF - Loening Aero Engineering Corporation, New York
(Loening Air Yacht)
N-ABCG - Diggins Aviation Company, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABCH - Diggins Aviation Company, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABCI - Aero Club of Minneapolis (Curtiss JN-4C)
N-ABCJ - John C Metzger, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABCK - David L Behncke, Forest Park IL (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABCL - David L Behncke, Forest Park IL (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABCM - E Hamilton Lee, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4D)
N-ABCN - A W Stephenson, Miles City MT (Curtiss JN-4D)
N-ABCO - Chicago Tribune, Chicago (Curtiss C-6)
N-ABCP - Brooks, Banks & Smith Corp, Framingham MA
(Avro 504K)
N-ABCQ - C E Lessong, Chicago (Standard J-1)
N-ABCR - R S Thompson, Oakland CA (Standard J-1)
N-ABCS - Northbird Aviation Co, Ketchikan AK (Curtiss MF)
N-ABCT - H P Ayres, Pittsburgh PA (Curtiss MF)
N-ABCU - Vincent Astor, New York (Loening Air Yacht)
N-ABCV - Harold S Vanderbilt, New York (Loening Air Yacht)

craft from the C and S types, but this lasted only until March
1927. The need for the P designation was obviated by most
states requiring aircraft operating within their boundaries to
bear an NC number. Interestingly enough, Oregon where
much flying activity took place, was one of the few exceptions
to this requirement. A limit of four numbers was deemed adequate at the time to handle all possible aircraft registrations after all, who in 1926 could imagine an aircraft population
numbering more than 10,000? By 1929, however, all available
numbers had been allocated!
A provision in the 1926 Act also allowed for identification
of aircraft that did not meet minimum airworthiness requirements. These aircraft were termed Identified Aircraft and were
to wear Identification Mark Assignment (IMA) numbers, usually without the N. It was possible to register such aircraft
under this provision up until March 1939.
The requirement for the display of the N portion of the
identification number was only required on aircraft being operated internationally. If the aircraft was locally based and operated, it was only required to display the C, S or P number. It is
possible to locate aircraft photographs from this period in
which the N is not displayed, though this practice appears to be
the exception rather than the rule. The requirement to use N on
aircraft operated within U.S. boundaries appears to have come
into play in 1948.
In 1929, the Air Commerce Act was amended to modify the
identification number convention. Under the new plan, a combination of three numbers and an alpha suffix of: E, H, K, M,
N, V, W, or Y was approved. This new block of identification
numbers was consumed by the end of 1934! Class prefixes
were expanded to include R for restricted and X for experi-

N-ABCX - Mrs K LaParle, Chicago (Curtiss MF)
N-ABCW - George E Weaver, Chicago (Waco 4)
N-ABCY - Triangle Airways (Curtiss MF)
N-ABCZ - Continental Motors (Judson-Kantner F Boat)
N-ABDA - B D Burley, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4)
N-ABEA - L B Coombs, New York (LWF G-3)
N-ABFA - E P Hall (de Havilland DH-4)
N-ABGA - J Sorenson, Thomson IL (Curtiss JN-4D)
N-ABHA - T J Junker, El Dorado KS (Laird Swallow)
N-ABIA - G Mosny Jr, Indiana Harbor IN (Aeromarine 39-B)
N-ABJA - R R Ferguson, Chicago (Lincoln Standard)
N-ABKA - Anna M Parker, Hazelcrest IL (Curtiss JN-4D)
N-ABLA - American Airways, Cleveland (Curtiss H2-SL)
N-ABMA - Antone Brotz, Chicago (Curtiss JN-4D)
N-ABNA - Edward Hubbard, Seattle (Boeing B-1)
N-ABOA - Great Lakes Aviation Co, Cleveland (Lincoln
Standard)
N-ABPA - Antone Brotz, Chicago (Lincoln Standard)
N-ABQA - W F Bridgeman, Ottumwa IA (Lincoln Standard)
N-ABSA - Victor Dallin (Laird Swallow)
N-AFOR - Stout Airplane Co, Detroit (Stout Air Pullman)
N-BMUL - R W Schroeder, Chicago (Standard J-1)
N-CAED - Spanish River Pulp & Paper Co, Ontario, Canada
(Dayton-Wright FP-2)
N-MAAB - William Eaton Jr, Boston (Travel Air C-6)
N-XAAA - Walter Becker, Newark NJ (de Havilland DH-6)

mental aircraft. A class prefix of G for gliders was implemented as well. This class prefix was canceled in 1937 when
sailplanes and gliders were placed in the same class as powered
aircraft. The S class for government-owned aircraft was also
dropped in 1937.
In 1935, visionaries stepped in with claims that increasing
registration numbers from four to five numerals, increasing the
block from 10000 to 99999, would provide a more than adequate number of identification numbers. Unfortunately, even
these were beginning to show signs of being gobbled up by the
beginning of World War II. The responsibility of administering
aircraft identification registrations passed to the Civil
Aeronautics Administration portion of the Civil Aeronautics

This Grumman TBM-3E Avenger seen in Palm Springs in 2001,
still carries its original Limited NL registration, even though the
use of the L was dropped in 1948. (Photo from C.H. Hamilton
collection)
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Authority (CAA) that was formed in 1938. The CAA expanded the registration structure in 1946 to include three and four
numerals with other letter suffixes - the letters I and O were
excluded to eliminate possible confusion with the numbers 1
and 0. The block of numbers from 46000 to 79999 was generally reserved for war-surplus aircraft. The class prefix of L
for limited type certification was also created but lasted only
until 1948.
The class prefixes of C, R, X and L were eliminated in
1948 with only the N being used. By 1953 the need to
expand the available number of registration slots caused a
rule change to include double alpha suffixes with up to three
numerals. R, X and L were replaced in 1948 with the

The third Boeing 100 was acquired by Paul Mantz from the
Boeing School of Aeronautics at Oakland, California, in 1936
for airshow and movie work. Registered NR873H, the aircraft
flew for many years for Mantz and was sold to Kermit Weeks
after Mantz’s death. The aircraft was crushed in 1992 when
Hurricane Andrew blew a hangar roof down on it but is currently being restored to flying condition in Nevada. This photo of
NR873H was taken at Burbank Airport in July 1937. (Emil
Strasser collection courtesy of Gerry Liang)

As do many aircraft from the Golden Age of flying, this Waco
SRE, s/n 5153, NC1252W seen at the 1995 EAA Convention in
Oshkosh, Wis., still sports an NC registration number. The
CAA dropped the use of the C, L, R, and X registration identifiers in 1948, replacing all but the C with cockpit placarding.
(Photo by Al Hansen)

requirement of a Restricted, Experimental, or Limited sign be
prominently displayed at the cockpit entrance.
Now the Fun Begins
What really makes all of this challenging is that none of
these rules are cast in stone and examples of exceptions
abound. For example, it is possible today to find examples of
many of these particular rules. At air shows one can see
Golden Age era aircraft with NC registrations, and war birds
sporting NL and NX registration identifiers.
Even the Federal Government does not follow their own
specifications. The Federal Government reserved N1 thru N99
for their aircraft. The original N1 designation was assigned to
a Department of Commerce de Havilland DH-4. This aircraft
wore the N1 registration even though to conform to its owner’s
rules it should have carried the identification of NS1. Because
of the Department of Commerce’s practice of reassigning
numbers after the sale, export or destruction of an aircraft, the
N1 number also shows up later on a government Northrop
Alpha 2, a Ford 5-AT, a Lockheed 12-A, a Douglas DC-3 and
is currently on a Gulfstream G-IV. Furthermore, you can find
private aircraft sporting registration numbers in this designated range (N2 and N3 are registered to Cessna Commercial
Aviation Finance Corporation).
Since World War II, special request registrations became
popular leading to a proliferation of low-number plus suffix
4

registrations. For a fee, one could have just about anything as
long as it was available. The CAA provided regional offices
with batch allocations for distribution to add to the confusion.
All of these practices have combined to make using the aircraft registration number a crude reference tool. An N number
alone is often insufficient to determine the particulars of an aircraft. Though many aircraft have retained their original registration number through the years, a large number of these registrations have also been reallocated.

Know the real reason behind the U.S. selection of N as our
national mark? Or do you have another version of why this letter was selected? If so, please drop me a line or email
(webmaster@aahs-online.org) and we’ll include it in an
update.

Editor’s note: This article was compiled from information
provided by AAHS member Mike O’Rourke and several other
AAHS members, AAHS Journal Vol. 2, No.4, documentation
found on Aerofiles.com (created and maintained by former
member K.O. Eckland), William T. Larkins Air Pictorial article
from 1954 and the current FAA aircraft registration database.
This information has been supplemented by a limited amount
of research on the part of the editor.

CORRECTION
In a previous issue of the Newsletter, aviation artist
Thijs Postma’s Web site was incorrectly identified.
The correct site address is:

http://ThijsPostmaAviation.nl
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
We hope all of our members and their Families had an enjoyable, safe and sane 4th of July.

New Managing Editor and Newsletter Editor
As you will have noticed in your last Journal, Jim Turner,
our Managing Editor, is being replaced by Hayden Hamilton.
Jim, who took over on very short notice when Bob Williams
passed away suddenly, voluntarily stepped in and performed a
yeoman’s job on both the Journal and the Newsletter. Without
his ability we would have been in deep trouble. We extend
many thanks and much appreciation of Jim’s support when
most needed.
Hayden Hamilton, our new Managing Editor of the
Journal and Webmaster comes to us with an extensive aviation
background including ASEL pilot’s license, working with various aviation historians and membership in a number of aviation organizations. We are confident that Hayden will continue the highest quality of both publications as witnessed by his
production of the Spring Journal and this Newsletter.

Journal Back Issues

Board Members Needed
Almost 50 years ago Southern California was home to
more aircraft companies than any other section of the United
States. People from companies such as Douglas, North
American, Lockheed and Northrop, to name just the larger
ones, lent a hand in forming the American Aviation Historical
Society. North American is no longer, Lockheed has moved to
Georgia, Northrop no longer builds aircraft in Hawthorne and
Douglas/McDonnell Douglas/Boeing will soon be out of the
commercial aircraft business in Long Beach. The Society
faces a dwindling supply of local aviation history enthusiasts
ready to carry on the work begun almost 50 years ago.
If you live in the Los Angeles basin and would like to
actively contribute to, or just to learn more about, your organization we encourage you to contact us at headquarters. You
may want to consider exploring the opportunity to help guide
the organization into the next 50 years by becoming a Board
member. Help us to continue to bring aviation history to our
members and to your children and grandchildren who may not
be aware of the effect aviation has had on their life.

Bruce Cunningham, President

AAHS NEWSLETTER
American Aviation Historical Society
President:

As an ongoing program of downsizing and improving our
efficiency of operations, we have entered into a distribution
agreement with APT Collectibles to take over the stocking and
supplying back issues of our Journal. Look for new directions
and address for obtaining back issues on the back page of this
issue of the Newsletter.

Writers Wanted
World War II has been over for 60 years and there have
been many books and articles written about the events, accidents and escapades of that era, yet there are many more waiting to be written. Despite the fact that many a mullet-page
book has been written on any subject, there are many short stories in which many of you, our members, were involved, that
should be written and shared with the other members.
How many of you were in Korea in 1950, ‘51 or ’52? We
would love to see some articles on the planes, pilots and operations of that era. Who among you flew the Army L-5s and
L-19s and would share some of your experiences? How about
the Navy Corsairs, F3D Skyknights, Grumman F9Fs? Did any
of you fly the Air Force P-82, P-51, B-29, A-26, F-84 or the F86?
The 1950s and 1960s saw a rapid change in aviation, both
military and commercial, with the adoption and deployment of
ever more efficient jet aircraft. Surely there are those of you
that have interesting stories to share with our members.

Bruce Cunningham
Vice President & Chief Publication Officer:
Albert Hansen
Managing & Newsletter Editor:
Hayden Hamilton
The AAHS Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the
American Aviation Historical Society and is a supplement
publication to the AAHS Journal. The Newsletter, which
is published mid-span to the AAHS Journal schedule, is
principally a communication vehicle for the membership.
Publication/Business Office: 2333 Otis Street,
Santa Ana, CA 92704-3864, USA

Phone: (714) 549-4818 (Wednesday only)
Web site: http://www.aahs-online.org
Email: aahs2333@earthlink.net

MOVING???
Make sure you send the AAHS office a
change of address so you will not miss any
issues of your Journals or Newsletters.
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A Chinese Reunion
Contributed by AAHS Member Richard A. Moody
Little known outside of the country is the China Aviation
Museum located near Beijing. An expressway runs from
downtown at Tiananmen Square to the museum directly and
the trip is available by bus. The main aircraft collection is the
largest in Asia. There are more than 200 aircraft of 105 types,
surface-to-air missiles, air defense artillery and radar and aerial camera displays, altogether more than 700 samples of military equipment. Visitors feel they are in the real world of the
battlefield. Displays also include the history of early Chinese
aviation and development of their air forces.
The China Aviation Museum also performs the education
of national defense, popular science, and social activities.
Summer campus, winter campus and military training of aeronautical character are provided for youngsters who are interested in flying and the air force. The museum is also named
“Patriotism Education Base of Primary and High School.” In
the laboratory and simulator areas visitors can participate in
the operation themselves. In their reference room, the collected files, books, magazines and videotapes are open to the public. In the film and TV center, films and videos about the development of aviation and space are shown.
On permanent display is a Douglas DC-8, “Flying Eye
Hospital,” which was donated by the international organization
“ORBIS.” This aircraft was used on a campaign to prevent and
cure eye disease. Among the displays is a Tupolev Tu-4, the
Soviet version of the Boeing B-29 that they copied almost rivet

The entrance and outside display area of the Chinese Aviation
Museum. Note the Soviet Tu-4 in the left foreground.
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by rivet. Another display aircraft is a Soviet DC-3, the Lisunov
Li-2, built under license from Douglas. In addition, the
Chinese Aviation Museum has other U.S. aircraft on display
including a North American P-51, a Curtiss C-46 Commando
once used by China Air Transport and a wood mock-up of a
Flying Tiger P-40 that looks almost like the real aircraft. The
museum has many Soviet fighter and bomber aircraft on display mostly those built under license in China.
One of the more unusual displays is a Cessna 172,

The Cessna 172, N5881A, donated my Warren Sessler to the
Chinese Aviation Museum.

N5881A. This airplane was once owned by Bert Slater of
Kearny, Ariz., who sold it to Warren Sessler of Phoenix.
Sessler donated it to the museum. He was trying to purchase a
Mig from the Chinese government to add to his collection,
however, he was not successful in his pursuit of showing good
faith. Bert Slater happened to be in Thailand on a trip with the
Rotary Club to Southeast Asia. He decided to go to Beijing and
while there saw his old airplane looking very stately in its display area.
The purpose of a 172 is to commemorate the defection of a
lad named Rust using this type aircraft on May 28, 1956, from
East Germany. What was amazing about this trip was that he
penetrated the Soviet air defense system undetected and landed in Red Square. This display also includes another episode
of another defector, Wei Dawei, who flew from Taiwan to Red
China in a stolen Cessna 172 on January 7, 1956.
The aim of the staff of the China Aviation Museum is to
expand and add an air show, the aeronautical sciences, aviation
sports
and
entertainment for its
many visitors. So the
next time you
are in the
Peoples
Republic of
China, plan a
trip
to
Beijing and
visit
this
most interestJean and Bert Slater, original owners of
ing place.
N5881A.
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Book Reviews
Grumman F9F-6/7/8 COUGAR Part One: Design,
Testing, Structures and Blue Angels by Corwin “Corky”
Meyer. Published by Steve Ginter, 1754 Warfield Circle,
Simi Valley, CA 93063. ISBN 0-942612-66-3. 89 Pages.
Price: $19.95
“Corky” Meyer presents a concise, well documented and
well written description of the development of the Grumman Cougar as seen
from an engineering test pilots viewpoint.
The progression in the development of the F9F-6 to the F9F-8 by
“Corky” takes the reader through some
of the major development points, in
addition to some comments on some
programs which deviated from the real
development of the Cougar.
One interesting, and well described program, witnessed
but not flown by Corky, was the decision by the Navy to use a
Cougar to continue development of the British Royal Navy
program to test the possibility of removing the landing gear
and landing the aircraft on a “flex-deck.”
In addition to the written descriptions of the testing, the
book includes many excellent photos of the airplanes as well
as drawings and three-views of the location of components,
photos of cockpit instrument panel and consoles, armament
types and locations, power plant installation and controls.
All in all a well put together book of high quality. Highly
recommended for those who want a lot of info about the
Cougar for just a little money.
Bruce Cunningham

Flights Forgotten and Remembered, by Lt. Col.
Boardman C. Reed, ISBN 1-59299-002-9, published by
Franklin Street Books, 6750 SW Franklin Street, Suite A,
Portland, OR 97223, 328 pages. Copyright 2002 by the author.
Softcover, 31 black and white photos, most by the author, four
appendices listing planes flown by the author.
B.C. should be no stranger to AAHS members. He has
written three separate AAHS Journal articles on his flying
experiences on early B-25s, B-17s as 562nd BS C.O., 8th Air
Force and ultimately as a B-50 aircraft commander after the
Korean War. Also, his picture has appeared in several AAHS
Newsletters with other AAHS members attending historical
aviation functions.
Reed begins his book by telling how he was bitten with the
flying bug, and developed a passion for flying every airplane
he could get his hands on. Growing up in Pasadena, Calif.,
east of Los Angeles, he had his first plane ride in 1927 at the
age of 14 in an Eaglerock biplane. He caught rides in OX-5
powered Travel Aires, Wacos, and a 1918 Curtiss Jenny,
receiving flying instruction from Tony LeVier (future
Lockheed chief test pilot) and Don Reese. In 1936 he soloed
in a Kinner Swallow while a student at Pasadena City College.
Enlisting in the California Air National Guard in 1937, he

would use his uniform as a plane ticket, and courteously ask
for rides in Army observation planes at Griffith Park Airfield
and Navy aircraft at Long Beach NAS. In 1939, he applied for
and was accepted as a flying cadet.
The reader quickly finds out what it was like to be a flying
cadet and a newly commissioned 2nd lieutenant, Class 40-E,
about 15 months before Pearl Harbor. There was the initial
posting to the 17th Bomb Group at McChord Field, Wash., to
fly obsolete B-18s and B-23s, and later, early B-25s. Soon
after Pearl Harbor, there was a hasty assignment to a B-17
training base to become an instructor pilot. This tour, training
younger less experienced pilots, certainly prepared him for
subsequent duty as a squadron C.O. In June 1943, Reed and
crew christened their B-17F Homesick Angel, and flew across
the Atlantic to AAF Station 135, Knettishall, Suffolk, in southeast England.
You are literally put in the cockpit by B.C.’s detailed
descriptions – bucking rain and headwinds on a training flight
from Utah to Oregon, losing an engine from Focke-Wulf cannon fire over France, and nearly colliding with another B-17
while descending through clouds on D-Day. All the while,
Reed would continue logging flight time in various aircraft as
situations would permit – other USAAF planes (P-38, P-39, P47, A-26) and RAF types (Spitfires, Mosquitos, Lancasters).
There is humor, too. Reed tells of a fellow flying cadet on
a solo flight in the hot Texas sun trying to quench his thirst
with a soda, and spraying the drink all over the cockpit as he
opened the bottle. Another funny incident occurred at
McChord. Assigned duty as assistant engineering officer, he
was tasked with finding out why oxygen bottles in B-18s were
leaking. He soon found the reason early one morning. Some
lieutenants had “tied one on” the night before and were curing
their hangovers by breathing pure oxygen.
Returning to civilian life after WWII, Reed worked for
North American Aviation near what is now Los Angeles
International Airport, then for Lockheed in Burbank until
recalled to active duty at the start of the Korean War. He was
the station commander at airfield K-18, and later flew F-51
armed escort missions for photo-reconnaissance Mustangs. At
the end of this Far Eastern tour, he flew B-50s at Mather AFB,
Calif. During his final tour as Director of Maintenance at
Harlingen AFB, Tex., he was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel.
After 20 years of service, he was officially discharged from
active duty in August 1955.
A quote from Shakespeare says, “There’s a divinity that
shapes our ends, rough-hew them how we will.” Although he
attended church, Reed never considered himself a religious
person. He was invited to join a noontime Bible study while
at North American. Reluctant at first, he began to take the
Bible seriously. Off duty during his Korean War tour, he met
Paul Kuroda of the Anglican/Episcopal Church in Yanoga,
Japan. As a result of these spiritual nudges, he felt called to the
ministry. He completed seminary in British Columbia and was
ordained an Episcopal priest in 1958. Along with his new passion for the Gospel, he was able to continue his passion for flying. In his “spare time,” he gave flight instruction, flew a
borate bomber, a 1912 replica of a Curtiss pusher, and with his
wife Lorraine, rebuilt a parasol wing 1929 Timm Collegiate.
I really enjoyed this book. It was a fun read. Parts are
thrilling, amusing and inspirational. If you are a true aviation
enthusiast, then this book is a must for your library.
Ralph M. Eden
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Folded Wings
Malcolm Stamper
Malcolm Stamper, 80, who became president of Boeing
Co. after spearheading the development of the 747 jumbo
jet, died June 14, 2005, at his home in Seattle.
Mr. Stamper was born in Detroit. He received an electrical engineering degree from Georgia Tech and worked for
General Motors Corp. before joining Boeing in 1962 as head
of the aerospace electronics division. Three years later, he
was named vice president and general manager of Boeing’s
turbine division. He then headed the 747 program, overseeing production of the world’s largest passenger plane even
as the factory was being built around it in Everett, north of
Seattle, Wash.
As vice president and general manager of Boeing
Commercial Airplane Co., he directed the development,
production and sale of the 707, 727, 737, 747 and SST aircraft before he was named corporate president in 1972.
Mr. Stamper became Boeing’s president and a member
of the board of directors in 1972. In 1985, he became vice
chairman. He retired in 1990.
Forbes magazine once reported that under his direction,
“the company wandered far from aerospace as it suffered
from the phase-out of the Apollo space program and a slump
in air travel related to the energy crisis.” Boeing irrigated
desert land in Oregon, managed low-income housing for the
U.S. government and manufactured boats, furniture and
light-rail cars.
Soon after his retirement, he founded Storytellers Ink, a
family-run business that publishes children’s books. He was
publisher; his wife, Mari Guinan Stamper, was the editor;
and his daughter, Mary Lynam, was president.
He went on to form a not-for-profit program called
Operation Outreach aimed at eliminating illiteracy. He
raised money from businesses, foundations and individual
donors and poured some of his own money into the effort,
which gave books to schoolchildren.

Vice Adm. James Stockdale
Retired Vice Adm. James Stockdale, a former prisoner of
war and Ross Perot’s running mate in 1992, died July 5,
2005. He was 81. The cause of death was not provided but
he was suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. He died at his
home in Coronado, Calif.
In the 1992 presidential election, Stockdale became
Perot’s vice presidential running mate, initially as a stand-in
on the ticket but later as the candidate.
During the Vietnam War, he was a Navy fighter pilot
based on the USS Oriskany and flew 201 missions before he
was shot down September 9, 1965. He became the highest
ranking naval officer captured during the war, the Navy
said. He endured more than seven and a half years as a prisoner, spending four of them in solitary confinement, before
his release in 1973. He was tortured repeatedly.
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Adm. Stockdale received 26 combat decorations, including the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest medal for valor,
in 1976. A portion of his award citation reads: “Stockdale . .
. .deliberately inflicted a near mortal wound to his person in
order to convince his captors of his willingness to give up
his life rather than capitulate. He was subsequently discovered and revived by the North Vietnamese who, convinced
of his indomitable spirit, abated their employment of excessive harassment and torture of all prisoners of war.”
He retired from the military in 1979.
Curtis Pitts
Curtis Pitts, 89, who created the popular aerobatic
biplane known as the Pitts Special, died June 10, 2005, at a
hospital in Miami, Fla. He had complications from a heartvalve replacement.
In 1943, Mr. Pitts built the first Pitts Special - described
by the Smithsonian Institution’s National Air and Space
Museum as “revolutionary because of its small size, light
weight, short wingspan, and extreme agility.” Each part of
the plane can be broken down and shipped in pieces as a kit,
allowing it to be reassembled at home by the owner.
The museum said the Pitts Special is still the most successful and recognized American-built aerobatic design, and
it continues to dominate aerobatic competitions.
Brig. General William T. Seawell
Brig. Gen. William Thomas Seawell, who commanded
bombers in World War II and the cadet corps at the Air Force
Academy and led Pan American World Airways, died May
24, 2005, at home in Pine Bluff, Ark., his birthplace. He was
87. The apparent cause was a heart attack, his family said.
General Seawell (pronounced SOO-uhl) was a 1941
graduate of West Point and received a law degree from
Harvard Law School in 1949. His 22-year military career
began in World War II with the Army Air Corps in Europe.
He led a bomber squadron and then the 401st
Bombardment Group, earning a Silver Star; the
Distinguished Flying Cross with three oak-leaf clusters; the
Air Medal, also with three oak-leaf clusters; and the Croix
de Guerre, with palm, from France. After more postwar air
commands, he was named military assistant to the secretary
of the Air Force in 1958.
His last posting, from 1961 to 1963, was as commandant
of cadets at the Air Force Academy. He then worked briefly
for the Air Transport Association as vice president for operations and engineering.
In 1965, he moved to New York as senior vice president
for operations at American Airlines and after that, as president of Rolls-Royce Aero Engines, an American subsidiary
of Rolls-Royce, Ltd of Britain. Pan Am recruited him in
1971 as its president and chief operating officer, under
Najeeb E. Halaby, then the chairman and chief executive.
At the time, airlines were in a slump and Pan Am,
despite its illustrious history, stood out as one of the most
troubled. As the crisis mounted, the Pan Am board forced
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Mr. Halaby out in 1972 and made Gen. Seawell chairman
and chief executive.
Mr. Halaby had championed the Boeing 747 jumbo jet,
but the cost of its introduction was compounded by a recession, increased competition and the prospects of higher fuel
costs. Gen. Seawell sought to halt the airline’s economic
decline, but by 1980 its operating loss for the year was $127
million, the worst in its history to that point with worse to
come.
Gen. Seawell retired in mid-1981, turning over Pan Am
leadership to C. Edward Acker. The airline continued to
struggle, eventually closing its doors in 1991.

Brig. Gen. Robert E. Galer
Retired Brig. Gen. Robert E. Galer, 91, a Marine Corps
ace who received the Medal of Honor for aerial combat in
the South Pacific during World War II and made a narrow air
escape during a Korean War mission, died June 27 at the
University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center at Dallas,
Tex. He had a stroke.
Gen. Galer joined the Marine Corps after college graduation in 1935 and trained as an aviator, hoping to emulate his
idol Charles Lindbergh. His start was inauspicious, crashing
in one of his first airborne attempts.
By the time the United States entered World War II, he
was far more seasoned - although on several occasions he
was shot down by enemy fire and landed in the water. He
once swam to a nearby island, where locals returned him by
canoe to the nearest Marine outpost. He arrived at his home
base in time to see preparations being made for his memorial service.
On Guadalcanal, while commanding an undermanned
but dogged Marine fighter squadron, he received the Medal
of Honor.
He and his men were based on a small Japanese airstrip
rechristened Henderson Field, where the flyers were dubbed
the Cactus Air Force. By mid-1942, then Maj. Galer was
sending up his handful of planes to engage, on any given
mission, an average of 40 Japanese bombers and fighters.
His only advantage was being radioed in advance by a coast
watcher of Japanese takeoffs. This also saved gas, as his
pilots did not have to roam the skies wondering when the
Japanese would sweep over them.
That September, while piloting a Grumman F4F Wildcat,
he managed to shoot down 11 enemy bomber and fighter
planes against astonishing odds. “Though suffering the
extreme physical strain attendant upon protracted fighter
operations at an altitude above 25,000 feet, the squadron
under his zealous and inspiring leadership shot down a total
of 27 Japanese planes,” his Medal of Honor citation read.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt presented him with the
award on March 24, 1943.
Superiors resisted sending Medal of Honor recipients
back into combat, but Gen. Galer persisted and eventually
returned to the skies during the Korean War.
As commanding officer of Marine Aircraft Group 12, he
managed to strike effectively at the enemy’s industrial center in Pyongyang in July 1952 and was awarded a
Distinguished Flying Cross.
The next month, however, his plane was hit 100 miles

inside of enemy territory. “I did a dumb thing,” he told a
reporter a few years ago. “We were bombing, and when we
finished, I went back to take a picture and this anti-aircraft
gun, he nailed me.”
As he tried to eject at a high altitude, his foot became
trapped in the shoulder harness. He struggled free only at the
last minute and smacked part of the plane’s tail as he parachuted out 150 feet from the ground, breaking his ribs.
He hid until a Navy helicopter located him and whisked
him to safety while communist snipers fired, hitting the rescue craft three times. The helicopter made it back through
fog with 10 gallons of fuel left.
He later told another interviewer: “Before WW II started, I lost an airplane while carrier qualifying off San Diego.
At Guadalcanal, I got shot down three times. In Korea, I was
a group leader and got shot down about 100 miles behind
enemy lines, and the Navy came in and got me. My smartaleck son, who is an Air Force pilot, says, ‘That’s five airplanes you lost. You’re an enemy ace.’”
Robert Edward Galer was born October 23, 1913, in
Seattle, where his father was a fire chief. He was a commercial engineering graduate of the University of
Washington, where he was an all-American basketball star.
Later, he received a master’s degree in engineering administration from George Washington University.
His final active-duty military assignment, in 1957, was
as assistant director of the Navy Bureau of Aeronautics’
guided-missiles division.
He settled in Dallas, became an executive with LingTemco-Vought - the conglomerate known as LTV - and
worked in real estate for Bright & Co., owned by Harvey R
“Bum” Bright, who once owned the Dallas Cowboys.

Len Morgan
A. G. Leonard (“Len”) Morgan, 82, died March 11,
2005, in Palm Harbor, Fla. He is survived by Margaret May
Morgan, his beloved wife of 61 years, a son, Terry Len
Morgan of N.C., a daughter, Juliet Kathryn Morgan of Palm
Harbor, Fla., a brother, Michael John Morgan of
Birmingham, Ala., two grandsons, three granddaughters and
two great granddaughters.
Morgan was born in Indiana and educated in Georgia
and Kentucky. After graduation from high school he enlisted for pilot training in the Royal Canadian Air Force and
arrived in England a week after the Pearl Harbor attack. He
transferred to the United States Army Air Forces in Egypt
and flew Air Transport Command routes in Africa and the
Middle East. Upon return to the States in 1943 he was an
instructor at Reno Army Air Base.
Following the war he served with the 123rd Fighter
Group, Kentucky Air National Guard. In 1949 he began a
33-year career with Braniff International Airways at Dallas,
Tex., during which time he flew domestic and international
routes as well as on military charters to the Far East during
the Vietnam War.
Morgan wrote hundreds of articles on aviation topics,
authored and/or published more than 30 books and was a
contributing editor of FLYING magazine. Len was a long
time member of the American Aviation Historical Society
and contributed several articles to the AAHS Journal.
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James Connolly
7 House Road
Morristown, NJ 09760-6523
Interests: Commercial/ Airlines/ Personalities

MBR 19121

Jerri Bergen
1248 Howard Street
Upland, CA 91786-2565
Interests: General Aviation/ Personalities

MBR 19122

Frank Dalton
Carousel 1, 101 Neal Place, Ste 104
High Point, NC 27262-5128
Interests: WWI / WWII

MBR 19123

Allen Sanburg
24851 Luton Street
Laguna Hills, CA 92653-4607
Interests: WWII

MBR 19124

Mark D. Hanson
MBR 19112
1013 Ruth Crane Dr.
Rantoul, IL 61866-1127
Interests: Early Aviation/WWI&II/Golden Age/
General Aviation

Lt Col Robert H Reynolds USA (Ret)
7425 US Hwy 287
Arlington, TX 76107-2823
Gift: William Craddock Jr. AAHS 15380

MBR 19125

Dr. Wade Watts
16 Glenhaven Dr.
St. Louis, MO 63122-2024
Gift: Ron Luther, AAHS 15641

MBR 19113

Mike Lavelle
4635190th Ave. SE
Issaquah, WA 98027-9359
Interests: Commercial Airlines/ Jet Age

MBR 19126

Steve Atkinson
35 Essex Park
Finchley
London, UK N31ND
Interests: WWII/Commercial/Navy

MBR 19114

Lawrence H Schillng
1408Sportsmans Ct.
O’Fallon, MO 63366-4494
Interests: Golden Age/ WWII

MBR 19127

Edward A. Dickman
10300 Airpark Loop Road
Melba, ID 83641-4204
Interests: Early Airline/International/WWII

MBR 19115

James H. Strobeck
7100 Ulmerton Road, Lot 727
Largo, FL 33771-5118

MBR 19116

Gary B. Townsend
4604 Sunshine Canyon Dr.
Boulder, CO 80302-8752

MBR 19117

New Members
Terence W. O’Neill
418 Holiday Road
Lexington, KY 40502-1005
Gift: Susan Johnson

MBR 19109

Philip D. Corey
17732 Corte Sobrado
San Diego, CA 92128-1705
Interests: Early Aviation/WWI & II/Golden
Age/Personalities/Commercial/USAF/General
Aviation/Experimental/Research

MBR 19110

Einar Pall Einarsson
Laugabakki
270-MOS, Iceland

MBR 19111

George Wargo
MBR 19118
6303 Caminito Del Pastel
San Diego, CA 92111-6825
Interests: Civil Convair Prop Twins/ Commercial Twins
Gift: Ed Waterhouse
Garry Clark
6 Woodside
Westkilbride
North Ayrshire
United Kingdom KA239JB

MBR 19119

Stephen G. Craft
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Humanities/Social Sciences
Daytona, FL 32114
Interests: WWII/Commercial Airlines

MBR 19120
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Gary L Jackson
MBR 19128
9101 Thurber Lane
Bakersfield, CA 93311-1401
Interests: DC-3/ Beech 18/ Commuter Airlines/
WWII Aircraft
Dennis Nelson
22292 - 2nd St. SE
Jamestown, ND 58401-3951
Gift: Lance Fletcher Jr. AAHS 15489

MBR 19129

William Pratt
Chemin De Cammarty
Fontenilles, Toulouse
France 31470
Interests: Commercial Airlines/ Personalities

MBR 19130

Ronald Bryant-Doxstater
PO Box 10054
Santa Ana, CA 92711-0054
Interests: Navy/ WWII

MBR 19131

George E Lawrence
628 Renaissance Loop
Rio Rancho, NM 87124-7641
Interests: Commercial Airlines/ WWII

MBR 19132

Harold Morgan
MBR 19133
733 Smith Road
Mount Vernon, IN 47620-9406
Interests: WWII/ USAF/ Writing books on Evansville,
Indiana, Home Front
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Robert J. Brandt
113 Rebeca Way
Folsom, CA 95630-4944
Gift: Lance Fletcher Jr. AAHS 15489

MBR 19134

Tom Nauman
PO Box 2515
Running Springs, CA 92832-2515
Interests: WWII/ Korean War

MBR 19135

Robert Parrick
MBR 19136
2027 Thousand Pines Dr.
Kingwood, TX 77339-3147
Interests: Golden Age/ Corporate Flight Depts.
Lynn Jenson
3732W 156th St.
Lawndale, CA 90260-2402
Interests: WWII/ Jet Age

MBR 19137

Brian D Richardson
727 Rodgers Circle
Platteville, CO 80651-7942
Interests: WWI/ Golden Age

MBR 19138

Keith Parkinson
MBR 19139
32 Ayr Close
Hertfordshire
United Kingdom SG1 5RZ
Interests: General Aviation/ Commercial Airlines

WWI AERO (1900-1919)
SKYWAYS (1920-1940)
- Historical research
- Workshop notes information on
paint/color
- Aeroplans engines, parts for sale
- Your Wants & Disposals
- Information on current projects
- New of museums and airshows
- Technical drawings and data
- Photographs
- Scale modeling material
- News of current publications

Sample Issue $4 + $3 shipping

The AAHS NEEDS
YOUR HELP
The AAHS, like many similar organizations,
is currently faced with an aging membership.
The impact is with each passing year, our
organization shrinks in membership just a little bit more.
We need your help to bring new members
into the organization so that we are able to
continue to maintain and enhance our mission of preserving American Aviation History.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
Build One! A Real One!

FREE back issue for new subscribers; mention this ad.
Published by World War I Aeroplanes, Inc.
15 Crescent Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601, USA (845) 473-3679

Get a friend to join. Give a membership gift
to a child or grandchild that is interested in
aviation. Encourage like minded individuals
to check the AAHS out (send them to our
Web site).

WHAT IS IN IT FOR YOU?
We are challenging the chapters and members to a contest to see who can get us the
most members. The contest will run from 1
April to 31 October 2005. Just use the application form on the next page and be sure to
fill in the “sponsor” information for credit.
Prizes to the chapter are ten 5x7 photographs from our negative library. To the
member bringing in the most new members
a free membership for a year.
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Exp. Date

 VISA  MasterCard

Our appreciation and thanks go out to these individuals
and to any one else that we may have inadvertently
overlooked.

Signature

Account #

Chapter News
We encourage members to consider participating in a
AAHS chapter if there is one near you or to think about beginning a chapter if there is not. The contact people listed below
are willing to share information and their experience with new
group organizers. Chapter Presidents have provided the following information as of April 2005:
Chapter Coordinator, Bob Parmerter, 32 Division St, Box
231, Schenevus, NY 12155, (607) 638-9343, E-mail:
beech18@dmcom.net
Have chapter activities that you want to share with other
AAHS members? Please send information to the AAHS
Newsletter editor at AAHS HQ or via email to:
webmaster@aahs-online.org.

Date Rec’d.

PAGE SIZE

SINGLE ISSUE

Full Page
Half Page

$440.
$220.
7-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
3-1/2" x 9-1/2" MAX.
$110.
3-1/2" x 4-1/2" MAX.
$ 55.

Quarter Page
Eighth Page

Member No.

AAHS Member/Chapter Sponsor (Optional)

A D V E RT I S E
in the
AAHS NEWSLETTER

Office Use

Enclosed is my check/money order for $____________ (U.S. Funds)

Make check or money order payable to AAHS in U.S. Dollars

Charge to

INTERESTS

STATE/COUNTRY

5 Years

 $180 ($36/yr)
 $205 ($41/yr)
 $265 ($53/yr)
 $75 ($37.50/yr)
 $85 ($42.50/yr)
 $109 ($54.50/yr)

2 Years
1 Year

 $39
 $44
 $57
United States
Canada & Mexico
Other Countries

CITY

STREET

Please enroll me as a member of the AAHS. Enclosed is my check (money
order or bank draft) for dues as checked below. I understand that I will receive
all issues of the Journal published to date during this calendar year (regardless
of the date of joining), plus those issues of the Newsletter published after the
date of joining. I also understand that renewal is due at the end of the calendar
year in which membership will expire.
(Valid through 2005)

NAME

MasterCard Bank #

Tom Nelson

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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The following members have made generous donations
to the AAHS. These donations go into the general fund
to help pay the costs of producing the Journal and
Newsletter. All monies are used to support this activity
and no salaries are paid to any board member even
though many hours are spent by these individuals in
promoting and maintaining the Society.

ZIP

2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704

Donations

FOUR ISSUES
$1500.
$ 760.

$ 380.
$190.

The AAHS office is open on Wednesday (p.m. only).
Voice: 1-714-549-4818 (Wednesday p.m. only Pacific
Coast time)
Email: editor@aahs-online.org
Note: all ads must be "camera ready" or it will not
be accepted.
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Wants and Disposals
Wanted: Author of upcoming book on U.S. Navy MiG Kill
Markings of the Vietnam War needs help from fellow
IPMS’ers. I’d like to hear from anyone out there with photos of USN F-4s, F-8s, A-1s or A-4s with MiG kill markings. Thanks much.
Contact: Mike O’Connor, email moconnor@dwave.net
Wanted: Photos, slides, and serial numbers on F-84F aircraft
assigned to 103 and 117 Fighter Squadrons of PA ANG.
Also on earlier F-84 straight-wing Thunderjets assigned as
ground trainers. Squadrons were located at Philadelphia
International Airport, and some aircraft retained USAF
marks for many months.

letin boards. First, go to the Members Only section of the Web
site (you will have to log in – see below). Then select Forums
from the menu on the left-hand side of the screen. This will
open up the bulletin board access. Your next task is to select
which bulletin board you want by simply clicking on the
appropriate one.
If you want to make a posting, you will need to create a
unique username (anything you want to be identified by).
Simply follow the instructions. Then you can reply to an existing post, or create your own discussion topic.
We strongly encourage you to use these bulletin boards. Its
easier and faster than having to rely on the Newsletter. For our
members that are not Internet connected please be assured that
we will continue to publish this information in the Newsletters
– including the info posted to the bulletin boards – so that you
will not be missing any opportunities.

Contact: Bob Esposito, e-mail bobef80@juno.com
409 Orchard Ave.,
Somerdale, NJ 08083
Wanted: I was involved in a water landing in an SH-3A in
1966. We successfully flew back to the carrier on a single
engine. Does anybody have any additional anecdotes on
this subject?
Contact: Robert Brockmeier
AAHS HQ
Wanted: I am working up scale drawings on all the aircraft
built or modified for the Dole Race. I need basic dimensions and/or 2 or 3-view drawings, no matter how crude
or incomplete, for the following aircraft: Swallow monoplane Dallas Spirit, Tremaine monoplane Humming Bird,
Bryant monoplane Angel of Los Angeles, Goddard monoplane El Encanto, Air King biplane City of Peoria, Breese
monoplane Pabco Flyer/Aloha, Fisk International triplane
Pride of Los Angeles, and International biplane Miss
Hollydale. Those who can help on any of these aircraft
will receive a copy of the respective aircraft 5-view.
Contact: Warren Eberspacher
20013 Kenosha Road
Orchard City, CO 81410

Web Notes: AAHS Bulletin Boards
Have you checked out the on-line bulletin boards on the
AAHS Web site? There are two available – Wants & Disposals
and General Discussions. While the AAHS Newsletter will
continue to provide Wants & Disposal and News and
Comments sections, it is only published quarterly. The Web
site bulletin boards are available 24/7, so you don’t have to
wait to get your question out, to post a request for needed
information, or to let other members know you are disposing
of some collectible item.
Here is are some tips for accessing and posting to the bul-

AAHS Bulletin Board Navigation Page from the AAHS
Members Only section of the AAHS Web site.

AAHS-ONLINE.org Web Site
Access to the Members Area of the
AAHS Web site requires a username and
password to access. They are:
Username: AAHS
(use capital letters only)

Password: 23330TIS
(no spaces, all capital letters and Alpha “O” not Zero)
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1941 Historical Aircraft Group Museum and
“Battle for Britian”Air Show
Contributed by Al Hansen

Vickers Supermarine Spitfire IX , one of the great fighters of WWII taxis for takeoff. (Al Hansen colleciton)

The 1941 Historical Aircraft Group Museum held its
annual air show at the beautiful all grass Geneseo, N.Y., airport
on the weekend of July 8-10, 2005. This year’s theme for their
Warbirds gathering commemorated the 65th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain. Two of the key aircraft in the 1940 battle, the
Hawker Hurricane and the Vickers Supermarine Spitfire were
the stars of this years show. Watching them operate from a
grass airfield similar to those they flew from in 1940 in the

defense of Britain created a time warp that transported the
audience back to that period.
The 1941 Historical Aircraft Group was established in
1994 by an initial group of 250 aviation enthusiasts. The primary goal of the group was to continue with the traditional air
show held on the turf strip at the Geneseo airport and to highlight the aircraft of the past with a focus on World War II aviation.
While the initial day’s inclement weather of thunderstorms and lightning hampered
the arrival of a number of aircraft, most of
the key show performers managed to make
it. The rain had moved by late evening providing excellent weather conditions for the
Saturday and Sunday air show. The Boeing
B-17G Liberty Belle made its first public
appearance at Geneseo following an extensive twelve-year rebuild. If you are a
Warbirds fan, particularly those living in
central and western New York and
Pennsylvania, this annual air show is well
worth putting on your calendar.

Above: Hawker Hurricane, “Baders Bus Co.,
Still in Service,” taxis along the show line.
Right: Boeing B-17G, Liberty Belle, 44-85734 /
N390TH, takes off from grass runway. (Both
Al Hansen collection)
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Left: North American B-25J, Panchito, takes off from
the grass runway at Geneseo, N.Y. (Al Hansen collection)
Below: Warbirds Digest’s North American B-25J,
Green Dragon, taxis on the grass down the show
line. (Al Hansen collection)

The Museum is located about 20 minutes south of
Rochester off Route 63, just to the west of the Village of
Geneseo. Information about the Museum and their events
can be found posted on their Web site
(www.1941HAG.org). This information includes the
museum’s fleet and directions to the museum. Not Web
connected yet? Then you can write or call them at:
1941 Historical Aircraft Group Museum, Inc.
PO Box 185
3489 Big Tree Lane
Geneseo NY 14454
Phone: (585) 243-2100
FAX: (585) 245- 9802
Left: A replica Sopwith one and a half Strutter, CFSOP, prepares for a flight demonstration during the
show. This aircraft was part of a group of Canadian
WWI replicas that flew in for the air show.
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AAHS Journal Back Issues
Looking for back issues of the AAHS Journal? You can now order
them on-line from APT Collectibles. Just point your browser to:

http://www.aptcollectibles.com/planes.htm
and select “American Aviation Historical Society Journals.”
Ordering is safe and secure through PayPal’s credit card processing
and your order will generally be shipped within a couple of days.
Aren’t Internet connected? Don’t trust on-line ordering? Then simply
drop a postcard to:

APT Collectibles
P.O. Box 788
Bonsall, CA 92003
requesting AAHS Journal Back Issue Ordering information and we’ll send you ordering forms, pricing and availability information. Or, you can fax your request to: (760) 758-8358

THE YANKEE FLYER
Produced by the Massachusetts Aviation Historical Society

Features 14 vintage photos and highlights
important dates and events each month focusing
exclusively on Massachusetts aviation heritage
MAKES A GREAT GIFT FOR FAMILY, FRIENDS,
BUSINESS ASSOCIATES & CUSTOMERS!

Only $9.00, postage and sales tax included.
$8. 00 each for orders of 10 or more.
FREE calendar if you join MAHS today!
MEMBERSHIP IS JUST $25.00 /YEAR & INCLUDES
MONTHLY MEETING PLUS QUARTERLY NEWSLETTERS!
Send check or money order to:

M.A.H.S. P.O. Box 457 Wakefield, MA 01880 0957
AMERICAN AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2333 Otis Street, Santa Ana, CA 92704-3846
(714) 549-4818

Non Profit Org.
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