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AAHS CEO Jerri Bergen traces the unusual path of a book collection back to its original shelves 

Chuck Wentworth, well known in the aviation industry through his Paso Robles, Calif., based Antique Aero, Inc., restoration

company, is very familiar with the Jane’s All the World's Aircraft series, the well respected publication that has been 

identifying all known military and civil aircraft types since 1909. Chuck, who has been winning awards for his vintage 

aircraft restorations for the last 45 years, keeps a set of Jane’s in his main hangar at Paso Robles Airport. (Wentworth 

purchased the company from Jim and Zona Appleby, at Flabob Airport, before relocating it to Paso Robles in 1991.) We 

visited with Chuck during a stopover enroute to the Ala Doble Airport fly-in, Sept 27-28.  

Always drawn to bookshelves, I wandered over to the hangar wall to check out Chuck’s book collection. (He doesn’t have 

enough AAHS Journals—we’ll need to fix that!) I commented on Chuck’s healthy collection of Jane’s stashed there. He  

grinned and said “Well, that’s a story!” It seems that Chuck, in 1996, had just one Jane’s. While working at the Antique Aero 

hangar, an  old gentleman come to visit, as many people did, to admire the ongoing restoration of any number of vintage 

aircraft in Chuck’s shop.  

Standing in the office door, the stranger looked around 

and said, “You be interested in a set of Jane’s?” “Which 

ones?” Chuck asked him, to which the gentleman gruffly 

replied, “I told you, I  had a set!” Chuck eventually made 

a date to come see the old fellow’s collection, also nearby 

in Paso Robles. Indeed, there was an complete set of 

Jane’s from 1909 to 1974, and the gentleman offered the 

set to Chuck for $6,000. (Today, just the first five editions 

of Jane’s, in good condition, could fetch up to $6,000.) 

At the time Chuck was knee deep in the restoration of 

several of the late Javier Arango’s WWI fighter 

Aeroplane Collection, housed nearby in Paso Robles, 

including a Fokker VIII, a 1914 Eindecker, and a 

Sopwith Camel, to name a few. Chuck gave the Jane’s 

collection to Arango for display among his WWI fighters, occasionally looking up some specification as reference for his 

own restoration work. 

Javier Arango was then on the board of directors of the Smithsonian’s National Air & Space Museum. One day in the 

early 2000s, Chuck got a call from Dr. Peter Jakab, a curator at the Smithsonian. Dr. Jakab asked Chuck if he was interested 

in books on World War I aviation. Chuck affirmed that, yes, he was still interested. In a few weeks, three pallets of books 

arrived from the Smithsonian, and Chuck found himself with an instant WWI book library—including the same Jane’s he’d 

given to Javier.   

Chuck still gets a chuckle from thinking about the roundabout ownership of his Jane’s. “They’re mine now,” he states. 

Chuck can now look up his most recent restoration, a beautifully vintage plum-painted 1937 ACG-7 Waco, that will be sure 

to win awards at the first fly-in he takes it to!  

  

                            

Chuck’s well traveled Jane’s collection is back home.

Chuck with his latest restoration—a beautifully done 1937 Waco ACG-7. (All photos by Jerri) 

well traveled Jane’s collection is back home.

                     
As Jerri explained in her story about Chuck Wentworth’s Jane’s collection, Paso Robles was an RON stop on the way to 

Esparta, Calif, and the Ala Doble Flying Ranch, home of Walt Bowe’s Ala Doble Flying Collection and invite-only fly-in. 

Jerri snapped these pix, and we understand our foreign (ok, central Cal . . . )  correspondent Steve Johnston was also on 

hand. His always fine work will appear later in the AAHS Journal.  

 

 

 

Waco ASO (NC1826) in Northwest Airways CAM #9 

(Chicago-Minneapolis) livery, the vintage 1926 look. 

(L to R) AAHS Treasurer Les Whittlesey, wife Susan, Jerri 

and Chris Bergen, with Les’s Lockheed 12A Electra. 

One, two, three . . . PUSH! Jockeying Chris Galloway’s 

Canadair-built T-33 (N615RC) into the hangar. 
Stearman S3B (NC6438) decked out as she would’ve 

appeared while earning her keep with Varney Air Lines. 

  

  

A note from AAHS CEO Jerri . . . 
If you haven’t already seen the new AAHS “book sale booth,” plan 

to attend the Flabob Veteran’s Day and stroll the flight line—you can’t 

miss us! This new 10 x 10 ft. popup, designed by our very talented 

President, Tyson Smith, increases our visibility.  

In addition to our duplicate aviation books, AAHS will be selling 

donated aviation glassware, artwork, and prints. We will also raffle off a 

donated aviation model, which will be on display during the event. 

Questions about Veterans Day? Contact Charlie Shaw:  

charles.shaw@aahs-online.org 

. . . and from FlightLine editor Joe 
We actually got a little mail since last issue, one of which was the 

book review included in this one. AAHS not only welcomes your 

feedback, we need it to better serve you, our members. Take a few 

minutes to shoot us an email:  

 FlightLine@aahs-online.org  

Dakota Squadrons in Action From D-Day to V. E. Day 
Airborne, Support and Supply Operations in the Liberation of Europe 

By Clive Bennett 

ISBN: 978 1 03612 119 8 

291 pages of text, including end notes and index, with a 16-page section of b&w photos 

and maps.  

Available at https://www.casematepublishers.com/ or through Amazon. 

  

As any serious student of aviation history will recognize by the title, Dakota Squadrons 

in Action is about a part of British aviation history. But as the first word in that title also 

indicates, the aircraft involved were very much American—the Dakota, as the USAAF’s C-47 and associated derivatives of 

the Douglas DC-3 were known to British Commonwealth air forces during and after World War II. In all, something like 

2,000 purchased or lend-leased Dakotas served with those air forces. 

The Dakota outfits that are the subject of this story are the five RAF squadrons, joined in September 1944 by one from 

the RCAF, that made up No. 46 Group, Transport Command. The group was formed in January 1944, “to provide glider 

towing and to deploy parachute troops and supplies to the front lines, primarily once the Allied invasion of mainland Europe 

had begun.” Practically cojoined with the Dakota group but flying repurposed Albemarle, Stirling, and Halifax bombers, 

No. 38 Group (Airborne Forces) was primarily responsible for towing gliders, particularly the huge Hamilcar types which 

were too heavy for the Dakotas.  

Since the American Airborne divisions were key participants in all the airborne operations, their roles are also very 

briefly described. The general scheme of those operations will be known to many readers, but many details will likely be 

new to most. (Dakotas dropping 20 lb. bombs, attempting to convince German AA gunners to keep their heads down, or 

fitting drag chutes to a handful if gliders, for example.)  

The book chronicles, often on a virtually daily basis, the activities of No. 46 Group and its individual squadrons during 

the time period indicated by each chapter title, interspersed with anecdotes and personal stories from individuals involved. 

Some of the most interesting sidebars are from crewmen who were shot down during the combat drops or in subsequent 

supply missions and made their way back to England with the help of paratroopers they’d hauled into battle days or even 

minutes before.  

Chapters One through Nine describe the work of 46 Group in detail, chronologically, with complete chapters devoted 

to each of the principal airborne operations of the war in the ETO: the D-Day Normandy invasion, the ill-fated MARKET-

GARDEN operation, subject of Cornelius Ryan’s A Bridge Too Far and the film of the same title, and finally Operation 

VARSITY, the Allied crossing of the Rhine in March 1945. The intervening chapters deal with the numerous training 

operations before and between the combat drops, and with the aerial transport chain that supplied both ground and air units 

on the Continent once the Normandy beachheads had been secured.  

Return flights to England carried thousands of wounded troops, the first large-scale aerial medevac operation in history. 

Among the crews were the “Flying Nightingales,” nurses of the British Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. Their somewhat 

neglected story is told in Chapter 10. Chapter 11 (69 pages worth) identifies by serial number the aircraft and their crews 

allocated to each of the Dakota squadrons for the aforementioned airborne ops. Given this information, it would be 

possible—and very interesting—to determine how many Dakotas and crewmen flew and survived all three operations, but 

that’s a bridge much to far for this reviewer, or probably anyone else. 

Conclusion 

Dakota Squadrons in Action offers a microscopic examination of No. 46 Group’s flight operations, day by day, squadron 

by squadron, often down to crew names and takeoff/landing times. Those details will be of great interest to a narrow segment 

of readers, mostly British. For others, the personal stories add a dash of seasoning to what could otherwise be a rather bland 

compilation of squadron operations record books extracts. As a counterbalance, the difficulties, confusion, and inevitable 

accidents (collisions, misplaced homing beacons, etc.) encountered during an operation where hundreds of aircraft are 

attempting to deposit thousands of parachute and glider troops on to very specific pieces of ground in a tightly 

choreographed time sequence are also concisely described.  

Oddly, the end notes are not notes at all, but are instead footnoted translations of the numerous abbreviations and 

acronyms that appear throughout the book. A consolidated glossary would have served the reader far better, and maps 

locating the various drop zones integral to the story would’ve been a most helpful addition. The component episodes 

illuminate many facets of British airborne operations in the ETO, but the “big picture” never quite comes into focus. 

Review by Joe Martin 

  

Postscript 
Anytime you’re looking to learn more about aviation history, the AAHS Journal archives are a good place to start. 

Relating to WWII airborne ops, the gliders are especially well covered, most recently by “Just Follow the Rope; WWII 

Glider Pilots Remember” in the Spring 2024 number. Of earlier vintage is “Sideshow Curiosities: American Military Glider 

Experiments of World War II” from Summer 2008. Way back when we find “Vertical Envelopment !! A Story about 

‘Operation Varsity’ ” (Fall 2003) and “The Glider in World War II: The Waco CG-4A Combat Glider” (Winter 2001.) All of 

these are available for download as part of your AAHS membership.  

More info on the battles and drop zone maps took a little more digging. One of the first nuggets we came across is a 

short (144 pages) wartime publication by the British Ministry of Information entitled By Air to Battle, the Official Account 

of the British First and Sixth Airborne Divisions, which covers all the British airborne operations in the MTO-ETO, 

including sketch maps of the drop zones. (Available from the Internet Archive.) More heavy duty accounts of the allied 

airborne assaults can be found in the official U.S. and British histories of the war. Unfortunately, the currently available pdf 

versions of the British histories do not contain the oversize foldout maps, but the relevant volumes of the United States 

Army in World War II (ETO) series, Cross-Channel Attack and The Last Offensive contain maps covering both British and 

U.S. ops and the associated airborne DZs. All the WWII volumes can be downloaded from the army’s Center of Military 

History website.  

Amelia and George . . . a contrarian view 

We always welcome feedback from our readers—we don’t get nearly as much as we’d like—but we recently received 

one of the type we think most applicable: Some well thought out comments on aviation history and the interpretation and 

depiction of it. In this instance, it concerns a book recently reviewed in FlightLine that to one reader struck an entirely 

different chord. With permission, we present it here in its entirety.  

In Flightline No. 25-11 you printed a review by Peter N. Steinmetz of Laurie Gwen Shapiro’s The Aviator and the Showman: 

Amelia Earhart, George Putnam, and the Marriage that Made an American Icon. With respect to Mr. Steinmetz, I would 

like to offer a contrarian point of view. 

To begin, a one line summary of Ms. Shapiro’s work might run something like this: “Amelia Earhart was a barely 

competent flier who died because her self-absorbed attention-seeking jerk of a husband involved her in increasingly 

dangerous publicity stunts.” If you are interested in the marital aspects of Earhart’s and Putnam’s relationship, there may be 

something here for you. However, if you come to this book expecting “well researched” aviation history, you should be 

aware that the book has some serious flaws. 

It is a well-known fact that in 1928 Ms. Earhart became the first woman to fly across the Atlantic, when she flew as 

cargo in a Fokker F.VIIb/3m from Newfoundland to Wales. While in the United Kingdom, Earhart met Mary, Lady Heath. 

Heath had gained fame as being the first pilot, male or female, to fly a small single-seat sport plane (an Avro Avian III) from 

Cape Town, South Africa, to London. Long story short, Earhart bought Heath’s Avian from her and shipped it back to the 

United States. In her book Shapiro insists on calling Earhart’s airplane an Avro Avian Moth (page 123, ad infinitum), though 

no such airplane ever existed. Shapiro apparently conflated the Avro product for the much more popular De Havilland model 

60 Moth. (A photograph exists of Earhart sitting in the cockpit of a Moth while she was in the UK). Though this may seem 

like a small quibble (there are many) it gets worse. 

After returning to the United States Earhart decided to fly the Avian to the West Coast. According to newspaper accounts 

her intent was not to visit “the principal cities of the United States” but to go “for a vacation” and “to play around a bit” by 

flying to an air meet in Los Angeles. On August 31, 1928, Earhart departed Rye, NY, with George Putnam in her Avian, 

which was still carrying its original UK registration, G-EBUG, alongside American unlicensed aircraft identification number 

7083. Later that day she crashed while landing at Pittsburgh, PA. On page 156 Shapiro states that “another Avro Avian” was 

flown to Pittsburgh for Earhart. That is not correct. 

Earhart’s original Avian was repaired and on September 3 Earhart and Putnam flew to McCook Field at Dayton, OH,  

where the duo then split up. Putnam returned to New York City by train and Earhart continued West, reaching Glendale, 

CA, on September 13, becoming the first woman to fly coast-to-coast. While in California, Earhart observed activities 

surrounding the dedication of Mines Field (the current LAX). And that is where Shapiro’s account inexplicably ends. She 

does not tell us that on September 30, Earhart departed Glendale for Las Vegas and Salt Lake City. For unknown reasons 

Earhart made a forced landing at Eureka, Utah, and the Avian’s propeller and landing gear were damaged. G-EBUG and 

Earhart then travelled by train to Salt Lake City, where repairs were made to the airplane. On October 9, Earhart departed 

Salt Lake City and flew to Cheyenne (where she was photographed standing next to G-EBUG), Omaha, Chicago, and 

Cleveland, arriving in New York City on October 15, becoming the first woman to fly round trip from coast to coast. This 

achievement goes unreported in Shapiro’s account. 

Jump ahead to 1931. That year the Beech-Nut Corporation agreed to sponsor Earhart’s plan to complete the first 

transcontinental flight in a Pitcairn PCA-2 autogiro. However, American aviator Johnny Miller beat Earhart to the punch 

when between May 14-28 he flew from Willow Grove, Pa, to NAS North Island, San Diego in a Pitcairn. The same day 

Miller reached San Diego, Earhart changed her plans and decided to attempt a round-trip transcontinental flight. Between 

May 28 and June 7 Earhart made steady if slow progress from Newark, NJ, to Glendale, CA. On June 8 she pivoted and 

started her return trip, which ended abruptly when Earhart crashed her autogiro on June 12 at Abilene, TX. And that, 

according to Shapiro, is the end of the story. Just another example of Earhart’s dreadful piloting skills. 

However, contemporary newspaper accounts tell a very different story. On June 13 Earhart was flown to Oklahoma City 

(by Dick Young in a Monocoupe) where the next day she accepted a new PCA-2. On June 16 she returned to Abilene, and 

then flew to Dallas, Tulsa, St. Louis, Indianapolis, and Columbus, reaching Newark on June 22, completing the first round 

trip transcontinental flight in an autogiro. 

And then there is the Wyoming vacation Earhart and Putnam took together in 1934. On Page 290 Shapiro states that 

“Although George [Putnam] later claimed they traveled together, that was another falsehood—Amelia reached [Carl 

Dunrud’s Double D] ranch first driving herself from New York in … an air-conditioned Franklin car … After George did 

arrive (by train), he joined his wife [at the Double D] ....” All of which is completely wrong. It would be nice to know where 

Shapiro is getting her information, but her citations (or lack of them) are another major shortcoming of this book. 

Again, according to news articles of the day, Earhart arrived in Cleveland, OH, on July 11, probably from New York 

City. While in Cleveland she talked to a women’s group at Lakeside, OH. The next day she traveled from Cleveland to 

Dubuque, IA, where she met up with Putnam. I will admit the sources are a bit murky, but she appears to have travelled by 

commercial air between NYC, Cleveland, and Dubuque. In any event she and Putnam were both in her Franklin 12 luxury 

touring car when they left Dubuque. On July 13, Earhart and Putnam drove to Rapid City, SD, where they visited the 

“stratobowl,” a 400-foot-deep depression in the Black Hills. The Army Air Corps and National Geographic Society had 

selected the stratobowl as the site to launch a manned balloon flight into the stratosphere because it provided an ideal shelter 

to inflate the largest gas balloon the world had seen to that point.  

We know Earhart and Putnam were there because numerous papers tell us they were, and because the National 

Geographic Society has photographs of Earhart and Putnam both in and out of the project’s capsule and standing with Major 

William E. Kepner and other members of the expedition. (Kepner would rise to various commands in the 8th and 9th Air 

Forces in World War II.) It amazes me that Earhart’s biographers have consistently missed this event. Looking at the pictures 

one wonders if she had lived, some attempt would have been made to put Earhart in a balloon and have her become the first 

women in space. However, there were of course bigger, ultimately fatal, plans in the works for her. 

Earhart and Putnam then drove from Rapid City, up and over Wyoming’s Big Horn Mountains and into Cody, where 

they were apparently scolded for driving recklessly. They then turned south and drove the 30 miles to Meeteetse, WY, which 

was the closest town to Dunrud’s Double D. There has never been rail service connecting Cody and Meeteetse. By all 

accounts Earhart had a wonderful experience in Wyoming’s mountains. The pictures taken at the time show her as being a 

very happy camper. 

Dave Marcum 

AAHS #20939 
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